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| t d t drugs used, frequency of use, and the associations between drug use and
ntrodauction sociodemographic factors [6].

Drug use and sexual risk behaviours pose significant challenges in
HIV prevention efforts among men who have Sex with Men (MSM). The
Cross-Sectional LASH Study conducted in Japan aimed to investigate the
relationships between drug use and sexual risk behaviours among Japanese
MSM. This article provides an in-depth analysis of the LASH Study's findings,
highlighting the prevalence of drug use, the associations between drug use

and sexual ,r'Sk behawpurs, andl the |mpllcat|on§ for HIV preveptlon and efforts. By developing targeted interventions that consider the sociocultural
harm reduction strategies targeting this population. Understanding these context and the unique needs of this population, healthcare providers and
relationships is crucial for developing effective interventions to address the policymakers can work towards reducing HIV transmission and improving
intersecting issues of drug use and sexual risk behaviours in Japanese MSM.  the overall health outcomes of Japanese MSM. Harm reduction strategies
Men who have Sex with Men (MSM) remain a key population at risk for HIV  are essential for reducing the negative consequences associated with drug
infection worldwide. The co-occurrence of drug use and sexual risk behaviours use and sexual risk behaviours. This section explores the potential for harm
poses significant challenges in HIV prevention efforts. This section introduces reduction interventions, such as needle and syringe programs, substance use
the topic and highlights the importance of studying the relationships between treatment, and HIV testing services, to address the needs of Japanese MSM
drug use and sexual risk behaviours among Japanese MSM [1,2]. who use drugs. Multiple sexual partnerships are a known risk factor for HIV
transmission. The LASH Study explored the association between drug use
T and having multiple sexual partners. This section examines the relationship
Desc" ptlon between drug use and sexual network characteristics in the context of multiple
partnerships.

Conclusion

The Cross-Sectional LASH Study provides valuable insights into the
relationships between drug use and sexual risk behaviours among Japanese
MSM. The study findings highlight the importance of addressing the
intersecting issues of drug use and sexual risk behaviours in HIV prevention

The LASH Study (Linking and Analyzing Structural and Human
Immunodeficiency Virus Data) is a cross-sectional study conducted among
Japanese MSM. This section provides an overview of the study design, ACkﬂ0W|edgeme"t
recruitment methods, and participant characteristics. The findings of the LASH
Study have implications for the development of integrated HIV prevention None.
strategies targeting Japanese MSM who use drugs. This section discusses the
importance of combining biomedical, behavioural, and structural interventions :
to address the intersecting issues of drug use and sexual risk behaviours [3- COI'Iﬂ ICt Of IntereSt
5]. The LASH Study examined various high-risk sexual behaviours among
Japanese MSM, including unprotected anal intercourse, multiple sexual
partners, and transactional sex. This section discusses the prevalence of these
behaviors and their association with drug use. Factors such as social network Refe rences
characteristics, substance use venues, and online sexual networking play a

role in shaping sexual risk behaviours among MSM. This section explores 1 ominaga, Mayumi, Norito Kawakami, Yutaka Ono and Yoshibumi Nakane, et al.

None.

.the contextual factors associated with ‘drUg use and sexual r_i3|f behaviours "Prevalence and correlates of illicit and non-medical use of psychotropic drugs in
in the LASH Study. The LASH Study investigated the association between Japan: Findings from the World Mental Health Japan Survey 2002-2004." Soc
drug use and Unprotected Anal Intercourse (UAI). This section discusses the Psychiatry Psychiatr Epidemiol 44 (2009): 777-783.

findings regarding the increased likelihood of engaging in UAI among MSM

who use drugs. The LASH Study investigated the prevalence and patterns 2. Wada, Kiyoshi, Masahiko Funada, Toshihiko Matsumoto and Takuya Shimane.

"Current status of substance abuse and HIV infection in Japan." J Food Drug Anal

of drug use among Japanese MSM. This section explores the types of 21 (2013): 33-36.
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