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In the field of educational research veterinary education has 
minority status. There is one international scientific journal, the Journal 
of Veterinary Medical Education that has taken the responsibility to 
publish papers dealing with veterinary education. Moreover, many 
veterinary educators have published their papers in journals dealing 
with special focus (radiology, pathology etc.). It is gratifying that journal 
like Veterinary Science and Technology with its emphasis of general 
issues in the field of veterinary medicine now publish this special issue.

Under term “veterinary education” many research lines can be 
adopted. It should be taken seriously that in veterinary schools adult 
learners are involved. Nowadays, it is believed that adults are self-
directed learners with their life experiences differed from children 
in schools. From the perspective of educational theory constructivist 
learning paradigm has widely accepted as a leading theory. It emphasizes 
the learning of an individual, his or hers own knowledge constructs. 
Learning is a product, which is constructed during participation in 
learning situations together with teachers and other students. Without 
a learning environment with interaction possibilities learning cannot 
take place. In constructivist framework not only a product, but also a 
process is important.
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Constructivist paradigm has had an effect on veterinary education. 
Many veterinary educators have established learning environments full 
of interaction activities, and then evaluated the outcomes expected. This 
is a product approach. As a consequence of this line many quantitative 
research designs are released. Alternatively, also the process in learning 
environments can be studied. Learning situations vary widely, but they 
have one trait above all. In all learning situations interaction exists. It 
is veterinary educators’ responsibility to study this interaction much 
more.

In this issue qualitative research design has been advocated. 
Practically, it might mean descriptive approach by profiling of animal 
protection course. However, qualitative research design is much 
more than a course description. It is useful to dive into the world of 
interaction between veterinary students and their teachers by real 
participating perspective. Observation is one method to create a deep 
knowledge about learning situations, and to collect students’ learning 
experiences. These learning experiences are essential to next learning 
experiences, and the quality of learning.
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