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Abstract
Community pharmacy is a type of pharmacy that provides healthcare services to individuals within a specific community. These pharmacies are 
typically located in areas where there is a high demand for healthcare services and are often the first point of contact for patients seeking medical 
attention. They offer a range of services including dispensing medications, providing medication advice and counselling, health screenings and 
administering vaccinations.
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Introduction 

One of the primary functions of community pharmacies is to dispense 
medications prescribed by healthcare professionals. This involves ensuring that 
the medication is appropriate for the patient, checking for any drug interactions 
or allergies and providing instructions on how to take the medication correctly. 
Community pharmacies also provide advice on over-the-counter medications 
and natural remedies, helping patients to choose the best option for their needs. 
Community pharmacies play a crucial role in promoting medication safety. They 
provide patients with medication counselling and advice, which can help to 
prevent adverse drug reactions and medication errors. They also work closely 
with healthcare professionals, such as doctors and nurses, to ensure that 
patients receive the right medication at the right dose [1].

Literature Review

In addition to dispensing medications, community pharmacies also provide 
a range of health screening services. These screenings can help to detect health 
conditions early, allowing patients to receive timely treatment and prevent the 
progression of disease. Examples of health screenings provided by community 
pharmacies include blood pressure checks, cholesterol tests and diabetes 
screening. Community pharmacies are also increasingly providing vaccination 
services. This includes administering vaccines for diseases such as influenza, 
shingles and pneumonia. By providing vaccination services, community 
pharmacies help to increase vaccination rates and improve public health 
outcomes [2].

Discussion

Another important role of community pharmacies is providing medication 
management services. This involves working with patients to ensure that they 
are taking their medication as prescribed and helping them to manage any 
side effects or other issues that may arise. Medication management services 
can be particularly beneficial for patients with chronic conditions, such as 
diabetes or hypertension, who may need to take multiple medications on a daily 

basis. Community pharmacies also play a role in promoting public health and 
wellness. This includes providing information on healthy lifestyles and promoting 
healthy behaviours, such as regular exercise and a balanced diet. Community 
pharmacies may also provide smoking cessation services and support for patients 
looking to quit smoking. Community pharmacy, also known as retail pharmacy or 
neighborhood pharmacy, is a vital component of the healthcare system, providing 
a range of essential services to the community. Licensed pharmacists working in 
community pharmacies are highly trained healthcare professionals who possess 
extensive knowledge about medications and their effects on the body.

In addition to providing healthcare services, community pharmacies also 
serve as a social hub for many communities. They are often located in areas 
where there are few other healthcare providers and as a result, may be the only 
point of contact for patients seeking medical attention. Community pharmacies 
may also provide services such as health education classes and support groups, 
helping patients to connect with others who are dealing with similar health issues. 
Community pharmacies are staffed by a range of healthcare professionals, 
including pharmacists, pharmacy technicians and other support staff. Pharmacists 
are typically responsible for providing medication advice and counselling and 
ensuring that medications are dispensed safely and appropriately. Pharmacy 
technicians provide support to pharmacists, including filling prescriptions and 
managing inventory. In recent years, there has been a growing recognition of the 
importance of community pharmacies in the healthcare system. Governments 
and healthcare organizations around the world are increasingly investing in 
community pharmacy services, recognizing the role they play in improving health 
outcomes and reducing healthcare costs.

Community pharmacy, also known as retail pharmacy or neighborhood 
pharmacy refers to a healthcare setting where licensed pharmacists dispense 
medications and provide advice to patients on their use. These pharmacies are 
often located in convenient locations such as supermarkets, malls and drug 
stores and are an integral part of the healthcare system, providing a range of 
services to the community. Community pharmacies play an important role in 
promoting public health and are often the first point of contact for patients seeking 
advice on medication management, over-the-counter products and health-related 
concerns. Pharmacists in community pharmacies are highly trained healthcare 
professionals who are knowledgeable about medications and their effects on the 
body. They provide a range of services to their patients, including dispensing 
prescriptions, medication counseling, health screening and disease management 
programs [3-6].

Conclusion

In conclusion, community pharmacies play a critical role in providing 
healthcare services to individuals within a specific community. They provide a 
range of services, including dispensing medications, providing medication advice 
and counselling, health screenings, administering vaccinations and promoting 
public health and wellness. Community pharmacies are staffed by a range of 
healthcare professionals and serve as a social hub for many communities. They 
play an important role in promoting medication safety and improving public health 

Mini Review 
Volume 12:2, 2023

mailto:Newlands.rumana.8@gmail.com


Pharmaceut Reg Affairs, Volume 12:2, 2023Newlands R.

Page 2 of 2

2.	 Walley, Vitrano and David Webb. "Developing a core curriculum in clinical 
pharmacology and therapeutics: A Delphi study." Br J Clin Pharmacol 44 (1997): 
167-177.

3.	 Brouwer, Kim LR, Stephan Schmidt, Leslie Carstensen Floren and Julie Johnson 
et al. "Clinical pharmacology education the decade ahead." Clin Pharmacol Ther 
107 (2020): 37.

4.	 Brouwer, Kim LR, Stephan Schmidt, Leslie Carstensen Floren and Julie Johnson 
et al. "Clinical pharmacology education the decade ahead." Clin Pharmacol Ther 
107 (2020): 37-48.

5.	 Tunis, Sean, Daniel Stryer and Carolyn Clancy. "Practical clinical trials: Increasing 
the value of clinical research for decision making in clinical and health policy." 
Jama 290 (2003): 1624-1632. 

6.	 Calvaruso, Giuseppina, Angela Vitrano, Rosario Di Maggio and Eliana Lai, et 
al. "Deferiprone versus deferoxamine in thalassemia intermedia: Results from 
a 5‐year long‐term I talian multicenter randomized clinical trial." Am J Hematol 
90 (2015): 634-638.

outcomes and are increasingly recognized as a key component of the healthcare 
system.
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