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Abstract:

Statement of the Problem: Families of children who are diag-
nosed with pediatric cancer are at a high risk of financial toxici-
ty, which also causes an increase in emotional distress. Families
must manage childcare, travel, and food during and after their
children’s treatments. The stresses of these factors on top of the
tragedy of dealing with a pediatric cancer diagnosis can be dev-
astating to the financial and emotional well-being of a family.
These families require financial and emotional support during
and after a child’s treatment to attempt to reduce these stresses.
Researchers have reported that 1/5 of cancer patients’ families
reported losing more than 40% of their annual income due to
work disruptions. Financial and emotional resources for fam-
ilies dealing with pediatric cancer beyond research are not as
common as is required considering the need that exists. Meth-
odology & Theoretical Orientation: The mission of The Tyler
Robinson Foundation is to strengthen families financially and
emotionally as they cope with the tragedy of a pediatric cancer
diagnosis by offsetting out-of-pocket life expenses. We have pro-
vided financial resources in the form of grants and other pro-
grams to more than 1,500 families across the world, concentrat-
ing on the United States and Canada, since our founding in
2013. Interaction between staff and families also provide much
needed emotional support. Our families have let us know that
the financial relief that they receive have had positive effect on
their families and the amount of focus that they can place on
their children. Conclusion and Significance: The Tyler Robin-
son Foundation has assisted families for 7 years to focus on the
care of their children during pediatric cancer treatment while
reducing financial stresses, which in turn provides some relief
for their emotional distress. We intend to continue in our mis-
sion and expand beyond our current reach.
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