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The Role of Zoos: Conservation or Captivity?
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. limited medical care. Unlike accredited zoos that follow strict animal welfare
|ntr0duct|0n standards, many of these facilities prioritize profit over conservation, exploiting
animals for entertainment rather than education.
Zoos have long been at the center of an ongoing debate regarding their role

in modern society. While some argue that zoos serve as critical conservation
and educational institutions, others believe they are nothing more than places
of captivity that exploit animals for human entertainment. As the world grapples
with increasing threats to biodiversity, it is crucial to examine the true impact of in confinement, often in enclosures that fail to replicate their natural habitats.
zoos and whether they contribute positively to wildlife conservation or merely Many species, particularly large mammals like elephants, big cats and marine
confine animals in unnatural environments [1]. One of the primary roles of  animas; require vast teritories to roam, which no zoo can fully provide. This
zoos today is species conservation. Many zoos engage in breeding programs  restriction often leads to stress, boredom and abnormal behaviors, such as
designed to prevent endangered species from going extinct. These programs,  pacing, self-harm, or excessive grooming phenomena commonly known as
often coordinated through global initiatives such as the Association of Zoos “zoochosis.” While modern zoos have made efforts to improve enclosure
and Aquariums (AZA) and the European Association of Zoos and Aquaria design, incorporating more natural elements and enrichment activities,
(EAZA), have successfully preserved species like the giant panda, Arabian captivity can never fully replace the complexity of life in the wild [5].

oryx and golden lion tamarin. In addition to breeding efforts, some zoos actively
participate in reintroduction programs, helping rehabilitate animals and release
them into their natural habitats when possible. This aspect of zoo conservation
has been instrumental in reversing population declines for several species [2].

The existence of such establishments raises questions about whether
700s, as a whole, should continue to exist or whether stricter regulations should
be imposed to ensure ethical treatment of captive animals [4]. Despite these
positive contributions, zoos have been widely criticized for keeping animals

Conclusion

Zoos exist in a gray area between conservation and captivity. While many
. - modern zoos contribute significantly to species protection, research and public
DeSCprtIOH awareness, ethical concerns about animal welfare remain valid. The future
of zoos should focus on improving conditions for captive animals, increasing
Moreover, zoos play an important role in public education and raising their contributions to conservation and ensuring that all facilities prioritize the
awareness about wildlife conservation. By providing visitors with close  well-being of the species they house. Ideally, conservation efforts should aim
encounters with animals, zoos help bridge the gap between people and nature, o protect wildlife in their natural habitats, reducing the reliance on captivity
fostering empathy and understanding. Many zoos host educational programs, a5 a means of species survival. Until then, the role of zoos will continue to
conservation talks and interactive exhibits that teach visitors about the threats g 5 gypject of debate, balancing their potential benefits against the moral
facing wildlife, such as habitat destruction, climate change and poaching. This considerations of keeping wild animals in human-made environments.
educational aspect can inspire individuals to support conservation efforts,
donate to wildlife organizations, or even change personal behaviors, such as
reducing plastic waste or making sustainable consumer choices. There is also Ac kn Owled gement
a growing debate about whether wildlife sanctuaries or protected reserves
are a better alternative to traditional zoos. Sanctuaries provide rescued None.
animals with more natural environments and minimize human interaction,
allowing them to live out their lives with dignity. Some conservationists argue -
that resources should be redirected from keeping animals in zoos toward Conﬂlct Of Interest
protecting their natural habitats and funding conservation projects in the wild.
With advancements in virtual reality and digital education, some propose that None.
immersive wildlife experiences could eventually replace the need for physical
z00s altogether [3].
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