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Abstract
Higher education institutions play a critical role in addressing the complex challenges posed by the ongoing socio-ecological crisis. Reaccreditation, 
a process aimed at maintaining and enhancing the quality of education, presents a unique opportunity for institutions to integrate sustainability 
literacy into their curricula. This article explores how reaccreditation can serve as a lever for innovation in higher education, facilitating the 
incorporation of sustainability literacy across disciplines. It delves into the importance of sustainability literacy, the role of reaccreditation, and 
strategies for effectively infusing sustainability across curricula. By embracing sustainability as a core component, institutions can equip students 
with the knowledge and skills needed to navigate and contribute to a more sustainable future. 
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Introduction 
The world is facing an unprecedented socio-ecological crisis marked by 

climate change, biodiversity loss, resource depletion, and social inequities. 
Addressing these multifaceted challenges requires a paradigm shift in education. 
Higher education institutions, as knowledge hubs, have a responsibility to 
cultivate sustainability literacy among students. Reaccreditation, a cyclical 
review process to ensure educational quality, offers a strategic avenue for 
institutions to embed sustainability literacy in their programs. This article 
examines the symbiotic relationship between reaccreditation and innovation 
in fostering sustainability literacy. The 21st century has witnessed an alarming 
convergence of socio-ecological crises, including climate change, biodiversity 
loss, resource depletion, and social inequalities [1]. These crises necessitate 
a paradigm shift in how society approaches education, with a particular 
emphasis on preparing individuals to understand and address complex 
sustainability challenges. Higher education institutions are well-positioned to 
play a pivotal role in shaping the mindset and skills of future leaders, scientists, 
policymakers, and citizens [2,3].

Literature Review
Sustainability literacy encompasses a holistic understanding of ecological, 

social, and economic systems, emphasizing the interconnectedness of global 
challenges. It equips individuals with the ability to analyze complex issues, 
make informed decisions, and contribute to sustainable solutions. In a time of 
socio-ecological crisis, sustainability literacy is no longer an optional skill but a 
fundamental competence for every graduate. It empowers students to become 
active agents of change, driving innovation across sectors. Reaccreditation, 
typically conducted by external agencies, evaluates an institution's educational 

quality and compliance with standards. Rather than viewing it as a mere 
bureaucratic procedure, institutions can leverage reaccreditation as an 
opportunity to reimagine their educational approach. By aligning accreditation 
standards with sustainability goals, institutions can signal their commitment 
to addressing contemporary challenges. Reaccreditation can incentivize 
curriculum revision, faculty development, and infrastructure enhancements 
that foster sustainability literacy [4].

Discussion
Reaccreditation, the periodic assessment of an institution's educational 

programs and practices, offers a strategic entry point for fostering innovation. 
Traditionally viewed as a compliance-driven process, reaccreditation can be 
reimagined as a catalyst for transformative change. By integrating sustainability 
literacy into the reaccreditation criteria, institutions can proactively address 
societal needs and align their educational offerings with the demands of the 
present and future. Sustainability literacy encompasses an understanding 
of the interconnectedness between social, economic, and environmental 
systems, as well as the ability to critically analyze and address sustainability 
challenges. Integrating sustainability literacy into higher education prepares 
students to become informed and engaged global citizens who can contribute 
meaningfully to solving complex issues [5,6].

Conclusion
The socio-ecological crisis demands a comprehensive transformation 

of higher education. Reaccreditation provides a strategic entry point for 
institutions to catalyze innovation by infusing sustainability literacy across 
disciplines. By equipping students with the knowledge, skills, and mindset 
needed to tackle global challenges, higher education can become a powerful 
force for positive change. As institutions embrace reaccreditation as a lever for 
sustainability innovation, they contribute to building a more just, equitable, and 
sustainable future. In the midst of a socio-ecological crisis, higher education 
institutions have a responsibility to prepare students for an uncertain future by 
instilling sustainability literacy and fostering innovation. Reaccreditation, rather 
than a mere bureaucratic process, can serve as a lever for transformative 
change within these institutions. Through the integration of sustainability 
literacy into higher education, we can hope to produce graduates who are not 
only academically proficient but also equipped to be stewards of a more just, 
equitable, and sustainable world.

mailto:todderk@gmail.com


Arts Social Sci J, Volume 14:04, 2023Kersrtyi T.

Page 2 of 2

Acknowledgement
None. 

Conflict of Interest 
None.

References
1. Fisher, P. Brian and Erin McAdams. "Gaps in sustainability education: The impact 

of higher education coursework on perceptions of sustainability." Int J Sustain High 
Educ 16(2015): 407-423.

2. Gosselin, David, Rod Parnell, Nicholas J. Smith-Sebasto and Shirley Vincent. 
"Integration of sustainability in higher education: Three case studies of curricular 
implementation." J Environ Sci Stud 3 (2013): 316-330.

3. Avila, Lucas Veiga, Walter Leal Filho, Luciana Brandli and Colin J. Macgregor, e al. 
"Barriers to innovation and sustainability at universities around the world." J Clean 
Prod 164 (2017): 1268-1278.

4. Cortese, Anthony D. "The critical role of higher education in creating a sustainable 
future." Plan for High Educ 31 (2003): 15-22.

5. Blouin, David D. and Evelyn M. Perry. "Whom does service learning really serve? 
Community-based organizations' perspectives on service learning." Teach Sociol 
37 (2009): 120-135.

6. Sandy, Marie and Barbara A. Holland. "Different worlds and common ground: 
Community partner perspectives on campus-community partnerships." J Commun 
Servicelearn 13 (2006): 30-43.

How to cite this article: Kersrtyi, Todder. “Reaccreditation as a Lever for 
Innovation in Higher Education: Sustainability Literacy in a Time of Socio-
ecological Crisis.” Arts Social Sci J 14 (2023): 570.

https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/IJSHE-08-2013-0106/full/html
https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/IJSHE-08-2013-0106/full/html
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13412-013-0130-3
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13412-013-0130-3
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0959652617314531
https://www.redcampussustentable.cl/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/6-CorteseCriticalRoleOfHE.pdf
https://www.redcampussustentable.cl/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/6-CorteseCriticalRoleOfHE.pdf
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0092055x0903700201
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0092055x0903700201
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ843845
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ843845

