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Introduction
Pediatric nursing is a specialized field dedicated to the care of infants, 

children and adolescents. As the landscape of healthcare continues to evolve, 
one of the most significant shifts has been the movement toward Family-
Centered Care (FCC). This approach recognizes the integral role families play 
in the health and well-being of their children, aiming to create a collaborative 
environment that supports both the young patients and their families. Family-
centered care is rooted in the belief that the family is a fundamental component 
of a child's health and well-being. This model emphasizes the importance of 
partnerships between healthcare providers and families, ensuring that care 
is respectful, responsive and tailored to the unique needs of each child and 
their family unit. In pediatric nursing, this means involving family members 
in decision-making processes, care planning and the overall treatment 
experience [1].

Healthcare providers listen to and honor the perspectives and choices 
of families, ensuring they feel valued and included in their child’s care. 
Transparent communication is essential. Families should receive complete 
and accurate information in an understandable manner, empowering them to 
make informed decisions. Families are encouraged to be active participants in 
their child’s care. This includes involvement in care routines, decision-making 
and planning for discharge. Building strong partnerships between families 
and healthcare teams is crucial. This collaboration extends to all aspects of 
care, from the clinical environment to policy-making. Research indicates that 
FCC leads to better health outcomes for pediatric patients. When families are 
involved, children are more likely to adhere to treatment plans, experience 
less anxiety and recover more quickly. Families who feel included in their 
child’s care report higher satisfaction levels. They appreciate being heard and 
valued, which can alleviate stress and improve their overall experience within 
the healthcare system. Caring for a child with health issues can be emotionally 
taxing for families. FCC provides necessary support systems, helping families 
cope with stress and anxiety and fostering resilience [2]. 

Description
Embracing FCC practices allows pediatric nurses to enhance their 

communication, empathy and collaboration skills. These competencies are 
vital in building trusting relationships with families and providing holistic care. 
Continuous education on FCC principles and practices can equip nurses with 
the skills needed to engage families effectively. Pediatric units should be 
designed to accommodate families, offering comfortable spaces for them to 

be present during care activities. Encourage families to participate in daily 
rounds, care discussions and decision-making processes. Providing them 
with tools to advocate for their child can foster a sense of empowerment. 
Implement systems for families to share their experiences and feedback. 
This information can guide improvements in care practices and policies. 
While the benefits of FCC are clear, challenges persist in its implementation. 
Time constraints, varying family dynamics and institutional policies may 
hinder the full realization of family-centered practices. Additionally, cultural 
differences can impact how families perceive and engage in care. Addressing 
these challenges requires ongoing training, flexibility and a commitment to 
understanding the diverse needs of families [3].

Pediatric nursing is at a pivotal moment, with family-centered care practices 
leading the charge toward more compassionate, holistic approaches to child 
health. By embracing FCC, nurses not only enhance the care experience for 
young patients but also strengthen the family unit, ultimately contributing to 
better health outcomes and increased satisfaction. As healthcare continues 
to evolve, pediatric nurses must remain advocates for family involvement, 
ensuring that care is not only about the child but also about supporting the 
family as a whole. Embracing family-centered care is not just a practice; it’s a 
commitment to a brighter, healthier future for our children and their families. 
As pediatric nursing progresses, there are several promising directions 
for the further integration of family-centered care practices. The advent of 
technology in healthcare offers new avenues for enhancing family-centered 
care. Telehealth services, mobile health applications and patient portals can 
facilitate better communication between families and healthcare providers. 
These tools allow families to participate in care discussions remotely, access 
medical information and monitor their child's health in real-time, which can 
enhance engagement and support [4].

Family-centered care thrives on collaboration among various healthcare 
disciplines. By fostering a team-based approach, pediatric nurses can work 
closely with physicians, social workers, psychologists and other specialists 
to create comprehensive care plans that respect the family’s input and 
address all aspects of the child’s health. Regular interdisciplinary meetings 
can ensure that every voice is heard and care is coordinated effectively. 
As demographics shift, the importance of cultural competence in family-
centered care becomes increasingly vital. Pediatric nurses must be trained 
to recognize and respect diverse family structures, beliefs and practices. This 
understanding allows nurses to tailor their approaches to meet the specific 
needs of each family, fostering trust and effective communication. To further 
support family-centered care, pediatric nurses can engage in advocacy at the 
institutional and policy levels. By participating in discussions about healthcare 
policies that affect pediatric care, nurses can champion the inclusion of family-
centered principles in hospital protocols and community health initiatives [5].

Ongoing research into the effectiveness of family-centered care is 
essential for its evolution. Pediatric nurses should engage in and contribute 
to studies that explore various aspects of FCC, including its impact on patient 
outcomes, family satisfaction and healthcare costs. Evidence-based practices 
can provide a solid foundation for advocating for the integration of FCC 
principles in pediatric nursing.

Conclusion
Family-centered care is not just a trend in pediatric nursing; it is a 
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fundamental shift in how healthcare is perceived and delivered. By embracing 
the principles of FCC, pediatric nurses can create a supportive, respectful and 
collaborative environment that prioritizes the well-being of both children and 
their families. As we look to the future, the commitment to family-centered 
practices will undoubtedly shape the next generation of pediatric nursing, 
fostering healthier families and stronger communities. Incorporating family-
centered care into everyday practice is an ongoing journey that requires 
dedication, adaptability and a genuine commitment to understanding and 
responding to the needs of families. As pediatric nurses continue to refine 
their approaches and advocate for FCC, they pave the way for a healthcare 
system that truly recognizes and values the role of families in the healing 
process. The path forward is bright, as pediatric nursing continues to embrace 
the holistic care that family-centered practices promote.

Acknowledgement
None.

Conflict of Interest
None.

References
1.	 Gill, Stephanie A., Rocio B. Quinonez, Mark Deutchman and Charles E. Conklin, 

et al. "Integrating oral health into health professions school curricula." Med Educ 
Online 27 (2022): 2090308.

2.	 Hein, Casey, Dieter J. Schönwetter and Anthony M. Iacopino. "Inclusion of oral‐
systemic health in predoctoral/undergraduate curricula of pharmacy, nursing and 
medical schools around the world: A preliminary study."  Dent Educ 75 (2011): 
1187-1199.

3.	 Dolce, Maria C., Judith Haber, Judith A. Savageau and Erin Hartnett, et al. 
"Integrating oral health curricula into nurse practitioner graduate programs: Results 
of a US survey." J Am Assoc Nurse Pract 30 (2018): 638-647.

4.	 Dwiel, Kathleen, Martell Hesketh, Jessica Alpert and Jacqueline Cellini, et al. "The 
impact of oral health training for primary care clinicians: A systematic review." Fam 
Med 51 (2019): 251-261.

5.	 Ramos‐Gomez, Francisco, Janni J. Kinsler, Hamida Askaryar and Inese 
Verzemnieks, et al. "Evaluation of an interprofessional education program in 
pediatric dentistry, medicine and nursing." J Dent Educ 85 (2021): 1228-1237.

How to cite this article: Natto, Stewart. “Pediatric Nursing in Focus: Embracing 
Family-centered Care Practices.” J Nurs Care 13 (2024): 675.

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10872981.2022.2090308
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/j.0022-0337.2011.75.9.tb05162.x
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/j.0022-0337.2011.75.9.tb05162.x
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/j.0022-0337.2011.75.9.tb05162.x
https://journals.lww.com/jaanp/fulltext/2018/11000/integrating_oral_health_curricula_into_nurse.10.aspx
https://journals.lww.com/jaanp/fulltext/2018/11000/integrating_oral_health_curricula_into_nurse.10.aspx
http://journals.stfm.org/familymedicine/2019/march/sullivan-2018-0080/
http://journals.stfm.org/familymedicine/2019/march/sullivan-2018-0080/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/jdd.12578
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/jdd.12578

