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Abstract
Patients with critical heart illnesses often present a unique set of challenges in the administration and management of oral medications. The 
absorption and disposition of oral medications can be significantly altered by the pathophysiological changes associated with heart diseases, the 
use of concomitant medications, and the need for rapid and effective therapy. This article explores the complexities of oral medication absorption 
and disposition in patients with critical heart conditions, shedding light on the factors that influence drug pharmacokinetics and the strategies to 
optimize drug therapy. Heart failure is a common critical heart condition that affects millions of individuals worldwide. In heart failure, the heart's 
ability to pump blood efficiently is compromised, leading to a decrease in systemic perfusion and oxygen delivery to vital organs. This condition 
often requires multiple medications to manage symptoms, improve cardiac function, and reduce mortality.
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Introduction

Acute Coronary Syndrome (ACS) encompasses a spectrum of conditions, 
including unstable angina, Non-ST-Segment Elevation Myocardial Infarction 
(NSTEMI), and ST-segment Elevation Myocardial Infarction (STEMI). 
Patients with ACS require a rapid and targeted approach to medication 
administration to alleviate symptoms, restore blood flow to the heart, and 
prevent further damage. Patients with critical heart illnesses may experience 
altered gastrointestinal function due to hemodynamic changes, medication 
side effects, or the presence of comorbidities. Gastrointestinal motility and 
blood flow can be compromised, potentially impacting the absorption of orally 
administered medications. This may lead to variability in drug bioavailability 
and therapeutic response. Polypharmacy is common in patients with critical 
heart conditions, leading to a higher likelihood of drug-drug interactions. 
These interactions can affect the absorption and disposition of medications, 
resulting in reduced efficacy or increased risk of adverse events. Healthcare 
providers must carefully consider potential interactions when prescribing oral 
medications to these patients [1,2]. 

Literature Review

The choice of oral medications in patients with critical heart conditions 
should be based on their pharmacokinetic properties, potential for interactions, 
and individual patient characteristics. Medications with a wide therapeutic 
window and minimal interactions are preferred whenever possible. Dose 
adjustment is often necessary to account for changes in drug absorption and 
disposition. Close monitoring of clinical and pharmacokinetic parameters 

can help tailor the dose to the specific needs of each patient. Healthcare 
providers should consider factors such as renal function, hepatic function, 
and fluid balance when adjusting doses. Therapeutic drug monitoring involves 
measuring drug concentrations in the blood to ensure that they remain within 
the therapeutic range. This approach is particularly useful for medications with 
a narrow therapeutic window, as it allows for precise dose adjustments. Regular 
monitoring can help prevent both underdosing and toxicity. Patients with critical 
heart conditions should receive education on their oral medications, including 
the importance of adherence, potential side effects, and drug interactions. 
Encouraging open communication and addressing any concerns can help 
improve medication management and overall patient outcomes [3,4]. 

Discussion 

Edema and fluid retention are common in heart failure patients, leading to 
an expanded extracellular fluid volume. The altered pharmacokinetics of oral 
medications in this setting may result in a need for dose adjustment to maintain 
therapeutic drug concentrations. Failure to adjust doses appropriately can lead 
to underdosing or overdosing. Hepatic metabolism plays a significant role in 
drug disposition, and heart disease can affect hepatic blood flow and enzyme 
activity. The altered liver function may lead to changes in the metabolism of 
certain medications, influencing their pharmacokinetics. Medications with a high 
first-pass effect may be particularly affected. Collaboration between healthcare 
providers, including cardiologists, pharmacists, and nurses, is vital in managing 
oral medications in patients with critical heart conditions. A multidisciplinary 
approach ensures that medications are chosen and administered appropriately, 
minimizing the risk of complications and maximizing therapeutic benefits [5,6].

Conclusion

Patients with critical heart conditions require special attention when 
it comes to the absorption and disposition of oral medications. The altered 
gastrointestinal function, medication interactions, fluid retention, and hepatic 
metabolism associated with heart diseases can significantly affect drug 
pharmacokinetics. To optimize oral medication therapy, healthcare providers 
must carefully select medications, adjust doses as needed, monitor drug 
concentrations, educate patients, and work collaboratively to ensure safe and 
effective treatment. By addressing the unique challenges of oral medication 
management in this patient population, we can improve outcomes and 
enhance the quality of care for individuals with critical heart illnesses.

mailto:neuery@gmail.com


J Anesthesiol Pain Res, Volume 6:5, 2023Yuloo N.

Page 2 of 2

Acknowledgement

None.

Conflict of Interest 

None.

References
1. Hood, R., A. Budd, F. A. Sorond and C. W. Hogue. "Peri‐operative neurological 

complications." Anaesthesia 73 (2018): 67-75.

2. Terrando, Niccolò, Lars I. Eriksson, Jae Kyu Ryu and Ting Yang, et al. "Resolving 
postoperative neuroinflammation and cognitive decline." Ann Neurol 70 (2011): 
986-995.

3. Evered, Lis, Brendan Silbert, David S. Knopman and David A. Scott, et al. 
"Recommendations for the nomenclature of cognitive change associated with 
anaesthesia and surgery-2018." Anesthesiology 129 (2018): 872-879.

4. Sayegh, Aref S., Michael Eppler, Jorge Ballon and Sij Hemal, et al. "Strategies 
for improving the standardization of perioperative adverse events in surgery 
and anesthesiology: The long road from assessment to collection, grading and 
reporting.” J Clin Med 11 (2022): 5115.

5. Horvath, Balazs, Benjamin Kloesel, Michael M. Todd and Daniel J. Cole, et al. "The 
evolution, current value, and future of the American society of anesthesiologists 
physical status classification system." Anesthesiology 135 (2021): 904-919.

How to cite this article: Yuloo, Neuer. “Oral Medication Absorption and 
Disposition in Patients with Critical Illnesses of the Heart.” J Anesth Pain Res 
6 (2023): 198.

https://associationofanaesthetists-publications.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/anae.14142
https://associationofanaesthetists-publications.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/anae.14142
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/ana.22664
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/ana.22664
https://pubs.asahq.org/anesthesiology/article-abstract/129/5/872/19971
https://pubs.asahq.org/anesthesiology/article-abstract/129/5/872/19971
https://www.mdpi.com/2077-0383/11/17/5115/htm
https://www.mdpi.com/2077-0383/11/17/5115/htm
https://www.mdpi.com/2077-0383/11/17/5115/htm
https://www.mdpi.com/2077-0383/11/17/5115/htm
https://pubs.asahq.org/anesthesiology/article-abstract/135/5/904/117050
https://pubs.asahq.org/anesthesiology/article-abstract/135/5/904/117050
https://pubs.asahq.org/anesthesiology/article-abstract/135/5/904/117050

