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Description 
The human body is an intricate and complex network of cells, tissues, 

and organs, all working in harmony to maintain life. Among the most essential 
components of this system are neurons and nerves, which serve as the 
electrical circuitry that controls and coordinates virtually every function within 
the body. Neurons, the specialized cells that transmit electrical signals, and 
nerves, the bundled fibers that carry these signals across different regions of 
the body, form the foundation of the nervous system. This electrical system 
allows organisms to perceive stimuli, process information, and respond 
appropriately, whether through voluntary movements or automatic processes 
such as breathing and heartbeat regulation [1].

At the most basic level, a neuron is a cell that communicates with other 
neurons, muscle cells, or glandular cells. Neurons are the primary functional 
units of the nervous system, and their ability to transmit electrical signals 
is what makes them so essential. These cells have unique structures that 
facilitate their role in communication. A typical neuron consists of a cell body, 
dendrites, and an axon. The cell body contains the nucleus, which houses the 
cell's genetic material and regulates metabolic functions. Dendrites are tree-
like structures that extend from the cell body and receive electrical signals 
from other neurons. The axon is a long, slender projection that transmits the 
electrical signal away from the cell body to other cells, typically in the form of 
an action potential [2]. 

An action potential is an electrical impulse that travels along the axon 
of a neuron. This impulse is generated when the neuron reaches a certain 
threshold of electrical charge, known as the resting membrane potential. At 
rest, the inside of the neuron has a negative charge relative to the outside, 
primarily due to the distribution of ions such as sodium and potassium. When 
a stimulus is received, ion channels in the neuron's membrane open, allowing 
positively charged sodium ions to rush into the cell, depolarizing it. Once the 
depolarization reaches a certain level, an action potential is triggered. This 
rapid shift in electrical charge travels down the axon, propagating the signal 
from one end to the other.

The axon is often surrounded by a myelin sheath, a fatty layer that insulates 
the axon and speeds up the transmission of the action potential. Myelinated 
axons conduct signals much faster than unmyelinated ones, a crucial feature 
for the rapid communication required for various bodily functions. Gaps in the 
myelin sheath, called nodes of Ranvier, play a key role in the speed of signal 
transmission. These nodes allow the action potential to jump from one node 
to the next, further enhancing the efficiency of signal propagation through a 
process known as salutatory conduction. When the action potential reaches 
the end of the axon, it reaches the synaptic terminal, which is the junction 
between two neurons or between a neuron and a target cell, such as a muscle 

or gland. Here, the electrical signal is converted into a chemical signal through 
the release of neurotransmitters. Neurotransmitters are chemicals that cross 
the synaptic gap, the small space between two cells, and bind to receptors 
on the postsynaptic cell. This binding initiates a new electrical signal in the 
postsynaptic cell, continuing the transmission of information. The precise 
coordination of electrical and chemical signaling within neurons enables the 
nervous system to perform its wide array of tasks, from sensory perception to 
motor coordination [3]. 

Nerves, which are bundles of axons from many neurons, are the pathways 
through which electrical signals travel between different parts of the body and 
the brain or spinal cord. These pathways can be thought of as the "wires" of the 
body’s electrical system. Nerves are classified into two main types: sensory 
nerves and motor nerves. Sensory nerves carry information from sensory 
receptors, such as those in the skin, eyes, or ears, to the Central Nervous 
System (CNS), which includes the brain and spinal cord. This information 
is processed and interpreted, allowing the body to perceive stimuli such as 
temperature, pressure, and pain. Motor nerves, on the other hand, transmit 
signals from the CNS to muscles and glands, controlling voluntary movements 
and other bodily functions [4]. 

In addition to sensory and motor nerves, the Autonomic Nervous 
System (ANS) regulates involuntary processes like heart rate, digestion, 
and respiration. The ANS consists of two branches: the sympathetic and 
parasympathetic nervous systems. The sympathetic system is often referred to 
as the "fight or flight" system, as it prepares the body for stressful or emergency 
situations by increasing heart rate, dilating the pupils, and redirecting blood 
flow to muscles. The parasympathetic system, conversely, is associated with 
"rest and digest" functions, promoting relaxation, lowering heart rate, and 
aiding in digestion. The balance between these two systems ensures that the 
body responds appropriately to internal and external stimuli [5].

The entire nervous system, including neurons and nerves, relies on a 
delicate balance of electrical and chemical processes to function effectively. 
This electrical signaling is not limited to the nervous system alone; it also 
extends to other systems in the body, such as the muscular system. 
Muscle cells, like neurons, use electrical impulses to contract and generate 
movement. This is particularly evident in the contraction of skeletal muscles, 
which is triggered by electrical signals from motor neurons. The process 
begins when an action potential travels down a motor neuron and reaches 
the neuromuscular junction, the point where the motor neuron and muscle 
fiber meet. Here, the action potential causes the release of neurotransmitters, 
which initiate a series of chemical reactions within the muscle cell, ultimately 
leading to contraction. The importance of neurons and nerves is further 
underscored by the fact that damage to these structures can have significant 
and sometimes debilitating consequences. Neurological disorders such 
as Alzheimer's disease, Parkinson's disease, and multiple sclerosis are 
examples of conditions that disrupt the normal functioning of neurons and 
nerves, leading to cognitive, motor, or sensory impairments. 

In addition to their role in basic bodily functions, neurons and nerves also 
play a crucial role in higher cognitive processes, such as learning, memory, 
and decision-making. The brain, the most complex organ in the body, consists 
of billions of interconnected neurons that communicate with each other in 
intricate networks. These networks form the basis of thoughts, emotions, 
and behaviors. When we learn new information or acquire a new skill, the 
connections between neurons strengthen, a process known as synaptic 
plasticity. This plasticity allows the brain to adapt to new experiences, and 
it is thought to underlie the ability to form memories and engage in complex 
cognitive tasks. The electrical properties of neurons and nerves also contribute 
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to the phenomenon of neuroplasticity, the brain's ability to reorganize itself in 
response to injury or environmental changes. For example, when one part of 
the brain is damaged, other regions can sometimes compensate for the loss of 
function by forming new connections. This adaptability is crucial for recovery 
after brain injuries such as strokes, and it demonstrates the remarkable 
potential of the nervous system to heal itself.

Acknowledgement
None.

Conflict of Interest
None.

References 
1.	 He, Jin-Ting, Xiao-Yan Li, Xin Zhao and Xiaoliang Liu. "Hyperpolarization-

activated and cyclic nucleotide-gated channel proteins as emerging new targets in 
neuropathic pain." Rev Neurosci 30 (2019): 639-649. 

2.	 Liu, Xianzeng, Kyungsoon Chung and Jin Mo Chung. "Ectopic discharges and 
adrenergic sensitivity of sensory neurons after spinal nerve injury." Brain Res 849 
(1999): 244-247. 

3.	 Chaplan, Sandra R., Hong-Qing Guo, Doo Hyun Lee and Lin Luo, et al. "Neuronal 
hyperpolarization-activated pacemaker channels drive neuropathic pain." J 
Neurosci 23 (2003): 1169-1178. 

4.	 Santello, Mirko and Thomas Nevian. "Dysfunction of cortical dendritic integration 
in neuropathic pain reversed by serotoninergic neuromodulation." Neuron 86 
(2015): 233-246. 

5.	 Baron, Ralf, Andreas Binder and Gunnar Wasner. "Neuropathic pain: Diagnosis, 
pathophysiological mechanisms, and treatment." Lancet Neurol 9 (2010): 807-819. 

https://www.degruyter.com/document/doi/10.1515/revneuro-2018-0094
https://www.degruyter.com/document/doi/10.1515/revneuro-2018-0094
https://www.degruyter.com/document/doi/10.1515/revneuro-2018-0094
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0006899399021654
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0006899399021654
https://www.jneurosci.org/content/23/4/1169.short
https://www.jneurosci.org/content/23/4/1169.short
https://www.cell.com/neuron/fulltext/S0896-6273(15)00199-3
https://www.cell.com/neuron/fulltext/S0896-6273(15)00199-3
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laneur/article/PIIS1474-4422(10)70143-5/abstract
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laneur/article/PIIS1474-4422(10)70143-5/abstract

