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Introduction

The field of environmental humanities continually expands, addressing the ur-
gent ecological questions of our time through diverse critical lenses. A significant
area of focus, literary ecologies, examines how literature grapples with planetary-
scale environmental crises, advocating for a profound shift in critical perspectives
within literary studies. This approach urges a deeper engagement with ecological
thought, material realities, and the complex, often overlooked, entanglements of
human and nonhuman lives. Literary analysis thereby offers new avenues for un-
derstanding environmental ethics and justice, pushing the boundaries of traditional
human-centric viewpoints [1].

Building on this foundation, scholars have increasingly turned their attention to
the vast and often underrepresented marine environments. This exploration en-
compasses the burgeoning fields of blue ecologies and ocean humanities, which
engage with how literary and cultural texts represent the oceans and their inhab-
itants. This line of inquiry specifically challenges pervasive anthropocentric and
terrestrial biases, promoting a more profound understanding of oceanic spaces,
the creatures that inhabit them, and their critical significance in global ecological
and cultural narratives. Researchers actively develop methods for charting new
ethical and aesthetic engagements with the planet’s immense water bodies, fos-
tering a more inclusive environmental discourse [2].

Another crucial theoretical framework enriching environmental humanities is
posthumanism. Introductions to this perspective often unpack its complex rela-
tionship with ecological concerns, demonstrating how a posthumanist stance—one
that fundamentally decenters the human—provides essential frameworks for tack-
ling ecological crises. It offers sharp critiques of anthropocentrism and facilitates a
rethinking of multispecies entanglements within literary and cultural studies. Dis-
cussions in this area delve into the theoretical underpinnings and practical implica-
tions for shaping new research directions in environmental thought, encouraging
a more expansive view of planetary life [3].

The intersection of environmental humanities with specific historical domains fur-
ther illuminates ecological understanding. Maritime history, for instance, is sig-
nificantly enriched by integrating insights from the environmental humanities, par-
ticularly through the lens of literary and cultural narratives about the sea. This
approach underscores the vital role of storytelling in shaping human relationships
with ocean environments. It reveals how literary ecologies can contribute to a more
comprehensive understanding of both historical and ongoing ecological changes
in marine contexts, bridging the gap between narrative, history, and environmental
science [4].

Critical to decolonizing environmental approaches within literary studies is the rise
of Indigenous ecocriticism. This framework highlights how Indigenous narratives

offer crucial critiques of colonial environmentalisms, providing alternative and of-
ten profound frameworks for understanding human-land relationships. It empha-
sizes ethical responsibilities and visions for sustainable futures, underscoring the
spiritual and cultural dimensions of ecological knowledge. These perspectives are
indispensable for moving beyond Western-centric environmental paradigms and
fostering truly inclusive ecological thinking [5].

Contemporary fiction also serves as a potent site for exploring and responding
to environmental challenges, particularly climate change. Introductory pieces in
this area examine how current fiction portrays and influences our understanding
of climate change, discussing the varied narrative forms and aesthetic strategies
authors deploy to represent this complex ecological crisis. They explore both the
challenges and opportunities for literary engagement with urgent environmental
issues, emphasizing literature’s unique capacity to foster new perceptions and re-
sponses to climate disruption [6].

The evolution of ecocriticism itself continues, with concepts like ’after the wild’
integrating affect theory into contemporary environmental literary studies. This
approach analyzes how literature engages with post-wild landscapes and the emo-
tional responses they evoke, moving beyond traditional wilderness paradigms. It
addresses the intricate complexities of human-nature interactions in an era of per-
vasive environmental change, acknowledging that pristine wilderness is increas-
ingly a concept of the past, requiring newmodes of engagement and understanding
[7].

Pedagogical strategies also play a vital role in advancing environmental under-
standing. A collaborative approach to teaching environmental justice within the
humanities emphasizes how literary and cultural texts can powerfully illuminate is-
sues of environmental inequality and systemic injustice. This involves discussing
effective pedagogical strategies for engaging students with complex ethical ques-
tions, fostering critical thinking about social and ecological interconnections, and
inspiring advocacy for a more equitable world. Such methods highlight the human-
ities’ role in shaping socially conscious citizens [8].

Literary narratives further investigate ecological understanding by shaping what is
known as the agrarian imaginary. This area explores how stories about rural life,
farming practices, and land use both reflect and influence perceptions of environ-
mental sustainability, the structure of food systems, and human relationships with
agricultural landscapes. Researchers in this domain highlight the inherent power
of narrative to convey complex ecological knowledge and deeply embedded cul-
tural values, demonstrating how our stories about the land profoundly impact our
actions [9].

Finally, ongoing reflections within prominent journals like ISLE underscore the dy-
namic relationship between literature and environment. Editorials often discuss
emerging themes and critical directions in literary ecologies, actively encourag-
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ing scholars to continue engaging with the urgent ecological questions of our time
through innovative and interdisciplinary research. This commitment ensures the
field remains vibrant and responsive to new challenges, fostering continuous in-
tellectual growth and impactful scholarship [10].

Description

The interdisciplinary realm of environmental humanities is a vibrant field, deeply
engaged with understanding and responding to the multifaceted ecological crises
facing our planet. Core to this engagement is literary ecologies, which critically ex-
amines how literature provides unique insights into planetary-scale environmental
challenges. This perspective champions a shift from conventional human-centric
analyses, urging literary studies to delve into ecological thought, material realities,
and the intricate connections between human and nonhuman life. Such literary
explorations become crucial for formulating new understandings of environmental
ethics and justice in the Anthropocene, a geological epoch profoundly shaped by
human activity [1, 10].

Expanding beyond terrestrial perspectives, the environmental humanities increas-
ingly embrace blue ecologies and ocean humanities. These emerging fields scru-
tinize how literary and cultural texts depict and interact with marine environments,
challenging the historical bias towards land-based narratives. By focusing on
oceanic spaces and their diverse inhabitants, scholars advocate for a deeper ap-
preciation of their global ecological and cultural significance. This work is piv-
otal for developing novel ethical and aesthetic frameworks for engaging with the
planet’s vast water bodies, as storytelling also plays a significant role in shaping
human relationships with ocean environments and understanding historical eco-
logical changes in maritime contexts [2, 4].

Theoretical advancements, such as posthumanism, further enrich the environmen-
tal humanities’ capacity to address these complex issues. Posthumanist perspec-
tives fundamentally decentering the human offer robust frameworks for critiquing
anthropocentrism and rethinking multispecies entanglements. This approach is
essential for understanding ecological crises from a non-human-privileged view-
point. Parallelly, Indigenous ecocriticism provides vital decolonial frameworks, cri-
tiquing colonial environmentalisms and offering alternative models for human-land
relationships, ethical responsibilities, and sustainable futures rooted in spiritual
and cultural dimensions of ecological knowledge. These diverse theoretical lenses
are indispensable for fostering a comprehensive and equitable environmental dis-
course [3, 5].

The practical applications of environmental humanities extend to examining how
contemporary fiction engages with pressing concerns like climate change. Schol-
ars analyze the narrative forms and aesthetic strategies authors employ to repre-
sent ecological crises, exploring both the challenges and opportunities for literary
intervention. Furthermore, the evolution of ecocriticism includes concepts like ’af-
ter the wild,’ which integrates affect theory to explore literature’s engagement with
post-wild landscapes and the emotional responses they elicit. This moves be-
yond traditional wilderness paradigms, acknowledging the profound human impact
on all environments. The humanities also contribute significantly to pedagogical
approaches, particularly in teaching environmental justice through collaborative
methods that use literary and cultural texts to illuminate systemic injustice and fos-
ter advocacy for a more equitable world [6, 7, 8].

Finally, literary narratives play a crucial role in shaping ecological understanding
within the agrarian imaginary. Stories about rural life, farming, and land use di-
rectly reflect and influence perceptions of environmental sustainability, food sys-
tems, and the intricate human relationship with agricultural landscapes. These
narratives convey complex ecological knowledge and cultural values, highlighting

the power of literature to inform and transform our engagement with the natural
world. This broad engagement across theory, history, contemporary issues, and
pedagogy underscores the dynamic and vital role of the environmental humanities
in navigating the complexities of our ecological present [9].

Conclusion

This collection of articles offers a panoramic view of the environmental humani-
ties, showcasing literature’s critical role in addressing planetary ecological crises.
It begins by establishing literary ecologies as a field that prompts a re-evaluation of
human-nature relationships in the Anthropocene, advocating for deeper engage-
ment with material realities and multispecies entanglements. The scope then ex-
pands to marine environments, highlighting blue ecologies and ocean humanities,
which challenge anthropocentric biases and enrich maritime history through nar-
rative. Key theoretical underpinnings like posthumanism are explored for their
capacity to critique human exceptionalism and foster multispecies understanding,
alongside Indigenous ecocriticism’s vital decolonial perspectives on human-land
connections and sustainable futures. The collection also examines how contem-
porary fiction grapples with climate change, the evolution of ecocriticism to in-
clude affect theory in understanding ’post-wild’ landscapes, and pedagogical ap-
proaches to teaching environmental justice. Further, it delves into the agrarian
imaginary, revealing how rural narratives shape ecological understanding and food
systems. Overall, the articles emphasize the dynamic, interdisciplinary nature of
environmental humanities, demonstrating its urgent commitment to fostering crit-
ical thought, ethical engagement, and advocacy for a more sustainable and just
world.
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