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Gender Inequality in Basic Mathematics Persists in Rural India
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Introducti on the gender gap in basic mathematics skills in rural India, it is essential to adopt
a multi-pronged approach. Firstly, there is a need to change the social and

cultural norms that discourage girls from pursuing education. This can be
Gender gap in basic mathematics has been a persistent issue in rural  achieved through awareness campaigns and advocacy efforts that promote

India for a long time. Despite efforts to bridge the gap, the problem persists.  the importance of education for girls. Additionally, families must be encouraged

This gender gap in mathematics is not only a social issue but also a serious o send their daughters to school and provide them with the necessary support

concern for the development of the country. This essay aims to explore the to continue their education [2-5].

prevalence and persistence of the gender gap in basic mathematics in rural

India. Firstly, it is essential to understand the extent of the problem. According .

to the Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) 2020, only 36.5% of gitls in CO"C'USIO"

rural India can do basic arithmetic. This percentage is significantly lower than

the percentage of boys, which is 45.9%. This indicates a significant gender In Secondly, there is a need to improve the quality of education in rural

gap in basic mathematics skills in rural India. The ASER report further shows ~ areas. This can be done by providing adequate infrastructure, teaching staff,

that the gender gap in mathematics proficiency starts at an early age, with and resources to rural schools. Additionally, there is a need to introduce

boys performing better than girls in basic arithmetic skills in primary schools. ~ innovative teaching methods that focus on understanding concepts rather than
The report also highlights that the gender gap in mathematics skills widens as ~ rote leaming. Teachers must also receive training to improve their teaching
children progress to higher grades. skills and create a positive learning environment for students. Thirdly, there

is a need to increase the representation of female teachers in rural schools,
D . t especially in mathematics and science. This can be done by providing
escri p on incentives to female teachers to work in rural areas and creating a supportive

Several factors contribute to the prevalence and persistence of the gender
gap in basic mathematics in rural India. One of the main reasons is the cultural References
and social norms prevailing in rural areas. Many families in rural India still
believe that educating girls is a waste of resources as they will eventually get ~ 1~ Gulzar, Muhammad, Said Bouhallab, Romain Jeantet and Pierre Schuck, et
married and move away. This mindset leads to girls receiving lower levels of al. "Influence of pH on the dry heat-induced denaturation/aggregation of whey

. . L . proteins." Food Chem 129 (2011): 110-116.

education than boys, and as a result, they lack basic skills in mathematics
and other subjects. Additionally, the lack of female role models in mathematics 2. Rajan, Jay Prakash, Kshetrimayum Birla Singh, Sanjiv Kumar and Raj Kumar
further discourages girls from pursuing education in this field. Another factor Mishra. "Trace elements content in the selected medicinal plants traditionally used
that contributes to the gender gap in mathematics skills is the poor quality for curing skin diseases by the natives of Mizoram, India." Asian Pac J Trop Med 7
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teaching staff, and resources to provide quality education to students. This 3. Ishtiag, M., Mushtag A. Saleem and M. Razag. "Monitoring of resistance in
lack of quality education affects girls more than boys, as they often face social spodoptera exigua (Lepidoptera: Noctuidae) from four districts of the Southern
and cultural barriers in accessing education. Girls are more likely to drop out Punjab, Pakistan to four conventional and six new chemistry insecticides." J Crop
of school due to poverty, early marriage, and other social pressures. As a Prot 33 (2012): 13-20.
result, they miss out on the opportunity to acquire basic mathematics skills. 4. McColl, K. E. L. "When saliva meets acid: Chemical warfare at the oesophagogastric

The persistence of the gender gap in mathematics is also linked to the teaching junction." Gut 54 (2005): 1-3.
methods useq in schools. Many te,aCh,ers in rural areas stillrely Or? rote leamning 5. Walker, R. "Nitrates, nitrites and N-nitrosocompounds: A review of the occurrence
methods, which focus on memorization rather than understanding concepts. in food and diet and the toxicological implications." Food Addit Contam 7 (1990):

This method of teaching can be particularly challenging for girls, who may 717-768.68.
struggle to understand the abstract concepts of mathematics. As a result, they
may lose interest in the subject and not pursue it further [1].

Furthermore, the lack of female representation in the teaching profession
also contributes to the gender gap in mathematics skills. In rural India, there is
a severe shortage of female teachers, especially in mathematics and science.
The absence of female teachers may make it difficult for girls to relate to the How_to gite this arti_cle: Galli, Cristina. “Gender Inequality in Basic Mathematics
subject and may contribute to their lack of interest in mathematics. To bridge Persists in Rural India.” J App! Computat Math 12 (2023): 522.

*Address for Correspondence: Cristina Galli, Department of Biomedical Scienc-
es for Health, University of Milan, Milan, Italy, E-mail: Cristinagallil44@eduhk.hk

Copyright: © 2023 Galli C. This is an open-access article distributed under the
terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License, which permits unrestricted
use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original author
and source are credited.

Received: 01 March 2023, Manuscript No. jacm-23-95932; Editor assigned: 03
March 2023, PreQC No. P-95932; Reviewed: 15 March 2023, QC No. Q-95932;
Revised: 22 March 2023, Manuscript No. R-95932; Published: 28 March 2023,
DOI: 10.37421/2168-9679.2023.12.522


https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0308814611005863
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0308814611005863
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1995764514602674
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1995764514602674
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S026121941100370X
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S026121941100370X
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S026121941100370X
https://gut.bmj.com/content/54/1/1.1.short
https://gut.bmj.com/content/54/1/1.1.short
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/02652039009373938
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/02652039009373938

