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Introduction
This synthesize qualitative findings from existing literature to gain a deeper 

understanding of how various factors influence the decisions of individuals 
with Motor Neuron Disease (MND) regarding two important interventions: 
gastrostomy feeding tube placement and ventilation. The study focuses on 
individuals who have been diagnosed with Motor Neuron Disease (MND). This is 
important as it sets the context for the research and specifies the target group of 
participants. The two interventions under investigation are gastrostomy feeding 
tube placement and ventilation. These interventions are commonly offered 
to MND to address functional decline associated with the disease. The study 
employs a qualitative research approach. This means it seeks to understand 
the experiences, perspectives, and decision-making processes of MND through 
methods like interviews, focus groups, or the analysis of existing qualitative 
studies.

Description
The primary aim is to synthesize existing qualitative literature on this topic. 

In other words, the researchers are gathering and analysing findings from 
previous qualitative studies to draw broader conclusions and insights. The study 
aims to understand how various factors influence the decision-making process. 
The study intends to synthesize the qualitative evidence from various sources 
to identify common themes, patterns, and insights related to how these factors 
interact and impact the decisions of MND regarding gastrostomy and ventilation. 
The findings from this research can have practical implications for healthcare 
providers, policymakers, and individuals living with MND. Understanding the 
factors that influence decision-making can lead to improved support and care 
for MND as they navigate complex choices about their treatment and care. The 
study followed the ENTREQ statement, which is a set of guidelines designed 
to enhance the transparency and reporting of qualitative research synthesis. 
Following established guidelines like ENTREQ is important in ensuring the rigor 
and reliability of the review process.

The researchers conducted a comprehensive search across five bibliography 
databases. This step is crucial for identifying relevant studies that have explored 
the experiences of individuals with Motor Neuron Disease (MND), caregivers, 
and Healthcare Professionals (HCPs) related to decisions about gastrostomy 
and ventilation. In addition to the database search, the study also employed 
an extensive supplementary search strategy. This supplementary approach 
may include searching grey literature, conference abstracts, and other sources 
beyond traditional academic databases to ensure that no relevant studies are 
missed. The search process resulted in the identification of 27 papers that 
met the inclusion criteria. These papers contained qualitative accounts of the 

experiences and perspectives of MND, caregivers, and HCPs regarding decisions 
about gastrostomy and ventilation. The findings from each of the 27 included 
studies were synthesized using a thematic synthesis approach. Thematic 
synthesis involves identifying common themes, patterns, and key insights across 
the collected qualitative data. It helps in summarizing and interpreting the rich 
qualitative information in a systematic and structured manner.

A drawback with this technique lies in the high background liver fluorescence, 
which is disturbing. There are some strategies to reduce the fluorescence noise 
coming from the liver. The first strategy is to optimize the dosing and interval 
timing from fluorophore injection to visualization. The detailed dosages range 
from 2.5 mg in a solitary IV organization to 0.5 mg/kg. In a study, the best biliary 
conduits to-liver fluorescence proportion was gotten with 0.25 mg/kg of ICG, 
controlled something like 45 min before pictures were acquired. A drawn out time 
stretch up to 24 h prompts a waste of time of the fluorophore with a reasonable 
perspective on the biliary tree and no foundation fluorescence from the liver. 
An elective technique is to infuse ICG straightforwardly into the gallbladder. 
This fluorescence cholecystocholangiography gives a reasonable outline of 
the gallbladder shape and features the biliary tree brilliantly. We have as of late 
effectively brought this method into the clinical setting, and fundamental outcomes 
are forthcoming distribution. Another procedure depends on programming control 
considering a specific deleting of liver fluorescence [1-5]. 

Conclusion
The importance of support from healthcare professionals and caregivers in 

facilitating informed choices while respecting the autonomy of the individuals. 
The concept of a "tipping point" illustrates how individuals come to terms with 
the necessity of these interventions as their disease progresses. By following 
the ENTREQ statement and employing both database and supplementary 
searches, the researchers aimed to provide a comprehensive and robust analysis 
of the experiences and decision-making processes related to gastrostomy and 
ventilation in the context of Motor Neuron Disease. Thematic synthesis was used 
to distil the key findings and themes from the included studies, allowing for a 
deeper understanding of the subject matter.

Acknowledgement
We thank the anonymous reviewers for their constructive criticisms of the 

manuscript. The support from ROMA (Research Optimization and recovery in the 
Manufacturing industry), of the Research Council of Norway is highly appreciated 
by the authors.

Conflict of Interest
The Author declares there is no conflict of interest associated with this 

manuscript.

References
1. White, Sean, Alicia O'Cathain, Vanessa Halliday and Liz Croot, et al. "Factors 

influencing decisions people with motor neuron disease make about gastrostomy 
placement and ventilation: A qualitative evidence synthesis." Health Expect (2023). 

2. Murray, Leigh, Phyllis N. Butow, Kate White and Matthew C. Kiernan, et al. 

Short Communication
Volume 8:3, 2023

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/hex.13786
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/hex.13786
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/hex.13786


Clin Gastroenterol J, Volume 8:3, 2023Wary S.

Page 2 of 2

"Advance care planning in motor neuron disease: A qualitative study of caregiver 
perspectives." Palliat Med 30 (2016): 471-478.

3. Flemming, Kate, Victoria Turner, Samantha Bolsher and Bill Hulme, et al. "The 
experiences of, and need for, palliative care for people with motor neurone disease 
and their informal caregivers: A qualitative systematic review." Palliat Med 34 
(2020): 708-730.

4. Foley, Geraldine and Geralyn Hynes. "Decision-making among patients and their 
family in ALS care: a review." Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis and Frontotemporal 

Degeneration 19 (2018): 173-193.

5. Palmisano, Brian T., Lin Zhu and John M. Stafford. “Role of estrogens in the 
regulation of liver lipid metabolism.” Clin Gastroenterol J (2017): 227–256.

How to cite this article: Wary, Swetlana. “Exploring Decision-Making in Motor 
Neuron Disease Patients: A Qualitative Evidence Synthesis on Gastrostomy 
Placement and Ventilation Choices.” Clin Gastroenterol J 8 (2023): 205

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0269216315613902
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0269216315613902
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0269216320908775
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0269216320908775
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0269216320908775
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/21678421.2017.1353099
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/21678421.2017.1353099
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-319-70178-3_12
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-319-70178-3_12

