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Abstract

Community journalism is a branch of journalism that focuses on covering local news and events that are relevant to the residents of a specific
community. It is a vital part of the media industry as it provides a platform for people to voice their concerns and bring attention to issues that
are often overlooked by larger news organizations. In this article, we will explore the importance of community journalism, its history, and the
challenges it faces in the digital age. Community journalism serves a critical role in keeping residents informed about what is happening in their
neighborhoods, cities, and towns. It provides a platform for people to voice their opinions, concerns, and ideas, as well as shine a light on important

issues that may be overlooked by larger news organizations.
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Introduction

Community journalists often have a deep understanding of the issues
affecting their communities, which allows them to provide insightful coverage
and analysis that is relevant to their readers. Community journalism also plays
an essential role in promoting civic engagement and participation. By reporting
on local issues and events, community journalists can help educate residents
about the political process and encourage them to get involved in their
communities. This can include everything from attending local government
meetings to participating in grassroots campaigns to promote change [1].

Literature Review

Finally, community journalism helps to build strong communities by
fostering a sense of connection and shared identity among residents. By
providing coverage of local events and issues, community journalists help
to create a sense of belonging and pride in one's community. This, in turn,
can lead to increased community engagement, improved social cohesion,
and a greater sense of community well-being. Community journalism has
a long and rich history in the United States, dating back to the 18th century
when newspapers began to emerge in colonial towns and cities. These early
newspapers were often published by printers who saw an opportunity to profit
from the growing demand for news and information among local residents [2].

In the 19th century, community journalism continued to thrive as
newspapers became more widespread and affordable. Many newspapers at
this time were politically affiliated and served as a platform for political parties
to promote their agendas and ideas. However, as the century progressed,
many newspapers began to shift their focus towards local news and events,
recognizing the value of providing readers with information that was relevant to
their daily lives. In the early 20th century, community journalism continued to
evolve as new technologies such as radio and television emerged. These new
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technologies allowed journalists to reach a wider audience and provide more
immersive coverage of local events and issues. However, the rise of these new
media also brought new challenges, including increased competition and the
need for journalists to adapt to new forms of storytelling [3].

Discussion

In the latter half of the 20th century, community journalism faced new
challenges as the media industry became increasingly consolidated and
centralized. Many small newspapers and media outlets were absorbed
by larger corporations, leading to a decline in the number of independent
community journalists. However, in recent years, community journalism has
experienced a resurgence, thanks in part to the rise of digital media and social
networking platforms that have made it easier for journalists to connect with
readers and build communities around their work. Despite the many benefits
of community journalism, the digital age has brought new challenges and
obstacles to the industry. One of the most significant challenges is the rise of
fake news and misinformation, which has made it more difficult for readers to
trust the information they receive from media outlets. This, in turn, has made
it more challenging for community journalists to build credibility and establish
themselves as trusted sources of news and information. Another challenge
facing community journalism in the digital age is the increasing pressure to
produce content quickly and efficiently. With the rise of social media and
other digital platforms, readers have come to expect instantaneous updates
and coverage of breaking news events. This has put pressure on community
journalists to produce. Community journalism is a type of journalism that
focuses on local news and events. It is produced by journalists who live in
the communities they cover and is an essential form of journalism that plays
a critical role in keeping communities informed about the issues that affect
their daily lives. Community journalism can be found in various forms, including
weekly newspapers, online news sites, and community radio stations [4].

This article will explore the importance of community journalism and its
impact on society. We will discuss how community journalism is different from
traditional journalism and how it contributes to local democracy. We will also
examine the challenges that community journalists face and how they can
overcome them. Community journalism is a type of journalism that focuses on
local news and events. Itis produced by journalists who live in the communities
they cover and is an essential form of journalism that plays a critical role in
keeping communities informed about the issues that affect their daily lives.
Community journalism can be found in various forms, including weekly
newspapers, online news sites, and community radio stations. These news
organizations are often small, independent organizations run by journalists
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who are passionate about the communities they serve. The key difference
between community journalism and traditional journalism is the focus on
the local community. Traditional journalism is often focused on national or
international news stories, while community journalism is focused on local
news stories that affect the community directly.

Community journalism plays a crucial role in local democracy. It provides a
voice for the community and holds local officials accountable for their actions.
Community journalists often have a deep understanding of the community
and are able to provide context and perspective on local issues that may
not be available in larger news organizations. Community journalism is also
important because it helps to build a sense of community. It provides a platform
for local events and organizations to promote themselves and connect with
the community. This can help to create a sense of belonging and pride in the
community [5].

Additionally, community journalism can provide a more diverse perspective
on local issues. Large news organizations may not have the resources or the
interest in covering smaller, local stories. Community journalists can provide
a voice for marginalized communities and highlight issues that may be
overlooked by larger news organizations. Community journalism faces many
challenges. One of the biggest challenges is funding. Small, independent
news organizations often struggle to generate enough revenue to sustain their
operations. This can lead to a lack of resources, which can make it challenging
to cover all the local stories that need to be covered [6].

Another challenge faced by community journalists is competition from
larger news organizations. Larger news organizations may have more
resources and the ability to cover stories that community journalists cannot.
This can make it challenging for community journalists to attract readers and
compete for advertising revenue. Finally, community journalists may also face
challenges related to their credibility. Because they are often not associated
with larger news organizations, they may be seen as less credible than
traditional journalists. This can make it challenging to attract readers and gain
the trust of the community [7,8].

Conclusion

Despite these challenges, community journalists can overcome these
obstacles by focusing on their strengths. One of the biggest strengths of
community journalism is their ability to connect with the community. Community
journalists can build strong relationships with local organizations and residents,
which can help them to generate revenue and attract readers. Community
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journalists can also overcome challenges by embracing technology. Online
news sites and social media platforms can be powerful tools for community
journalists. These platforms can help community journalists to reach a wider
audience and connect with readers in new ways. Finally, community journalists
can overcome challenges by focusing on quality reporting. By producing
high-quality journalism that is well-researched and well-written, community
journalists can build their credibility and attract readers who value quality
journalism.

Acknowledgement

None.

Conflict of Interest

None.

References

1. Chung, Deborah S, Eunseong Kim, Kaye D. Trammell and Lance V. Porter. "Uses
and perceptions of blogs: A report on professional journalists and journalism
educators." Journal Mass Commun Educ 62 (2007): 305-322.

2. Peng, Yala, Jiajie Li, Hui Xia and Siyuan Qi, et al. "The effects of food safety issues
released by we media on consumers’ awareness and purchasing behavior: A case
study in China." Food Policy 51 (2015): 44-52.

3. Pierce, Tamyra and Tommy Miller. "Basic journalism skills remain important in
hiring." Newsp Res J 28 (2007): 51-61.

4. Wang, Min. "An Analysis of the innovation path of journalism and communication
education in Chinese universities in the era of media convergence." Creat Educ 11
(2020): 2458-2466.

5. White, Marilyn Domas and Emily E. Marsh. "Content analysis: A flexible
methodology." Libr Trends 55 (20086): 22-45.

6. Wright, Scott and David Nolan. "The development of data journalism in China:
Influences, motivations and practice." Digit (2021): 1-18.

7. Xiaoming, Hao and Xu Xiaoge. "Exploring between two worlds: China's journalism
education." Journal Mass Commun Educ 52 (1997): 35-47.

8. Sdrolia, Evangelia and Grigoris Zarotiadis. "A comprehensive review for green
product term: From definition to evaluation." J Econ Surv 33 (2019): 150-178.

How to cite this article: Moro, Naipeng. “Empowering Communities: The Vital Role of
Community Journalism.” J Mass Communicat Journalism 13 (2023): 514.



https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/107769580706200306?journalCode=jmcb
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/107769580706200306?journalCode=jmcb
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/107769580706200306?journalCode=jmcb
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0306919214002152
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0306919214002152
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0306919214002152
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/073953290702800405?journalCode=nrja
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/073953290702800405?journalCode=nrja
https://www.scirp.org/journal/paperinformation.aspx?paperid=104428
https://www.scirp.org/journal/paperinformation.aspx?paperid=104428
https://muse.jhu.edu/pub/1/article/202361/summary
https://muse.jhu.edu/pub/1/article/202361/summary
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/21670811.2021.1927779
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/21670811.2021.1927779
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/107769589705200305?journalCode=jmcb
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/107769589705200305?journalCode=jmcb
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/joes.12268
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/joes.12268



