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Introduction  

The radiation environment in orbit can have a negative impact on a 
spacecraft's electronics. The impacts on internal electronics of the earth's 
space radiation environment are discussed in this work in terms of trapped and 
nontrapped charged particles. The trapped radiation environment is described, 
together with its kind, size, and temporal and geographic distribution variations. 
It is discussed how galactic and solar origin transiting cosmic rays interact 
with the earth's magnetic field. The cumulative effects of proton and electron 
bombardment on spacecraft electronics will reduce system durability. Cosmic 
rays or high-energy protons can temporarily damage a system's functionality, 
possibly permanently [1].

About the Study
The shielding of high-energy electrons, protons, and cosmic rays 

from the external environment is how the internal radiation environment is 
characterised. Ionizing radiation dose and particle fluence exposure levels 
are shown for comparison with the susceptibility to electronic component 
damage. Particle flux is used to determine the possible frequency or likelihood 
of critical effects in electronics by using transient effects. The limitations of the 
shielding efficiency for high-energy electrons, protons, and cosmic rays are 
of special concern. The space radiation environment and the electronics of 
the spacecraft interact both at the exterior surfaces and inside the electronics. 
Degradation of solar cells and charging of the dielectric material, which can 
lead to transient-producing arc discharges, are significant consequences at 
the exterior surfaces [2]. 

Characterizing the free-field electron and proton environments as functions 
of particle energy and time is crucial for understanding these external effects. 
Particle passage through the spacecraft's construction determines the interior 
radiation environment, and shielding is provided when necessary to safeguard 
delicate electronic components. Performance degradation brought on by 
energy deposition caused by accumulated ionisation in the semiconductor 
materials, accumulated atomic displacement damage brought on by high-
energy protons in the crystal semiconductors, and transient effects brought 
on by the ionisation tracks from the interaction of a single cosmic ray or high-
energy proton are significant effects on the internal electronics. Consequently, 
the overall exposure to electrons and proton and the time-dependent rate of 
high-energy protons and cosmic rays are of special importance for their impact 
on the internal electronics [3].

Understanding the dangers of cancer and other late consequences 
including cataracts, genetic impacts, and neurological diseases induced by 
exposure to galactic cosmic rays and solar particle events is a top issue in the 
preparation of a manned journey to Mars. It is challenging to defend against 

the highly ionising heavy ions found in the GCR because of their high tissue 
and shielding penetration rates. The GCR and the SPE both include large 
amounts of very energetic protons that are significant nuclear interactions 
and high penetration. The initial protons and heavy metals cause cellular and 
tissue damage. Ions are different from that of low-linear energy on Earth. The 
radiation transfer` There is no clear method for extrapolating data from high-
dose-rate exposures to -y rays to the low-dose-rate exposures to protons, 
heavy ions, and secondary radiation encountered in space[4]. 

Instead, risk prediction for terrestrial radiation exposures is primarily 
based on epidemiological data from survivors of atomic bombs. In order to 
gather additional knowledge about the long-term consequences of exposure 
to heavy ions, the National Academy of Sciences and the National Council on 
Radiation Protection and Measurements have suggested delaying the setting 
of exposure limits for a Mars mission. We provide a quantitative estimate of the 
uncertainty in the lifetime cancer mortality prognosis for exploratory missions 
in this research. It is outside the purview of this work to project the risk of 
late neurological illnesses, which is fraught with even greater uncertainty than 
cancer mortality [5]. 

Conclusion
Design studies include cost-benefit assessments of strategies to increase 

safety with more confidence as well as risk estimates of mission safety that 
can be anticipated only within a predetermined confidence level due to the 
statistical nature of such a calculation. These studies are based on estimations 
of the forecasts' uncertainty. Due to the fact that an unrealistic estimate of the 
uncertainty in the projected risks would result in unnecessary expenses and 
risk, it is even more crucial to have a correct assessment of the uncertainty in 
the predicted risks.

References

1. Furukawa, Satoshi, Aiko Nagamatsu, Mitsuru Nenoi, and Akira Fujimori, et al. 
"Space radiation biology for ‘Living in Space’.” Bio Med Res Inter (2020).

2. Atri, Dimitra, and Adrian L. Melott. "Cosmic rays and terrestrial life: a brief 
review." Astropart Phys 53 (2014): 186-190.

3. Mortazavi, S M., J.R. Cameron, and A. Niroomand-Rad. "Is the adaptive response 
an efficient protection against the detrimental effects of space radiation." In  Inter 
Cos Ray Conf 7 (2003): 4299.

4. Figge, Frank H.J. "Cosmic radiation and cancer." Sci 105 (1947): 323-325.

5. Belli, Mauro and Luca Indovina. "The response of living organisms to low radiation 
environment and its implications in radiation protection."  Front Public Health  8 
(2020): 601711.

How to cite this article: Persil, Erin. "Effects of Space Radiation on Living 
Things." J Biosens Bioelectron 13 (2022): 328.

https://www.hindawi.com/journals/bmri/2020/4703286/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0927650513000455
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0927650513000455
https://adsabs.harvard.edu/full/2003ICRC....7.4299M/0004299.000.html
https://adsabs.harvard.edu/full/2003ICRC....7.4299M/0004299.000.html
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1081/CNV-200032767
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fpubh.2020.601711/full
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fpubh.2020.601711/full

