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By the Seventies, a growing range of students worked to mix the various 
tracks and traditions. One cluster consisted of social scientist Harrison White 
and his students at the Harvard University Department of Social Relations. 
conjointly severally active within the Harvard Social Relations department at 
the time were Charles Tilly, United Nations agency targeted on networks in 
political and community social science and social movements, and Stanley 
Milgram, United Nations agency developed the "six degrees of separation" 
thesis. Mark Granovetter and Barry Wellman area unit among the previous 
students of White United Nations agency elaborate and championed the 
analysis of social networks.

Beginning within the late Nineteen Nineties, social network analysis practised 
work by sociologists, political scientists, and physicists like professional 
dancer J. Watts, Albert-László Barabási, Peter Bearman, Nicholas A. 
Christakis, James H. Fowler, and others, developing and applying new 
models and strategies to rising information obtainable regarding on-line 
social networks, also as "digital traces" relating to face-to-face networks.

In general, social networks area unit self-organizing, emergent, and 
complicated, such a globally coherent pattern seems from the native 
interaction of the weather that structure the system. These patterns become 
a lot of apparent as network size will increase. However, a worldwide network 

analysis of, for instance, all social relationships within the world isn't possible 
and is probably going to contain such a lot data on be uninformative. sensible 
limitations of computing power, ethics and participant enlisting and payment 
conjointly limit the scope of a social network analysis. The nuances of a 
neighbourhood system could also be lost during a massive network analysis, 
thus the standard of knowledge could also be a lot of necessary than its 
scale for understanding network properties. Thus, social networks area unit 
analyzed at the size relevant to the researcher's theoretical question. though 
levels of research don't seem to be essentially reciprocally exclusive, there 
area unit 3 general levels into that networks might fall: micro-level, meso-
level, and macro-level.

The basis of Heterophily Theory was the finding in one study that a lot of 
various weak ties are often necessary in seeking data and innovation, as 
cliques have an inclination to possess a lot of unvaried opinions also as share 
several common traits. This homophilic tendency was the rationale for the 
members of the cliques to be attracted along within the 1st place. However, 
being similar, every member of the inner circle would conjointly grasp a lot of 
or less what the opposite members knew to seek out new data or insights, 
members of the inner circle can need to look on the far side the inner circle to 
its different friends and acquaintances. this is often what Granovetter referred 
to as "the strength of weak ties".
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