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Abstract:
A project just terminated and reported back to the FDA 
in the US. In IBM, Watson Health aims to build a smart-
er health in several areas, government health and human 
services, payer and providers, enterprise imaging,  ¬on-
cology. Here we illustrate a specific solution in the area 
of Life Science where our blockchain expertise has been 
fused with expertise in the sector. IBM utilizes an open 
source technology with Linux, called Hyperledger Fabric. 
On top of it we are building several solutions and use 
cases. This pilot with other major companies creates a 
blockchain solution to respond to the FDA request of 
traceability of drugs and/or medical devices. Blockchain 
was specifically geared to create a system that would test 
a rapid alert system among business partners alongside  
supply chain in case of medication recall. The results 
of the pilot can be summarized in 4 main points, Prov-
enance and data privacy are guaranted, so only specific 
partners are notified in case of provenance enquiries,. 
Reports of recalls is generated and competent autorithies 
are notified properly. Patient safety is guaranteed by eli-
mintating only the specific lot impacted by the reason of 
the recall and therefore no hijacking of falsified products 
or sumministration of bad drugs would be done. This 
process, which would usually takes 3 days, took only 10 
seconds.. In Europe a similar regulation will be released 
middle 2021. Unique Device Identification (UDI) Sys-
tem under the EU Medical Device Regulations 2017/745 
and 2017/746 will facilitathe to an easy traceability to en-
hance post market analysis and overall better monitoring 
by audit agencies and competent authorities. This will 

prevent falsified and malfunctioning and reduce medical 
wast, guaranteeing higher standards of safety and we can 
take advantage of the experience already made in USA.

Biography:
PAnticipate the evolution of the business models is his 
main interest, that has brought Roberto to work  through 
the most interesting IT areas in the last decades. Current-
ly helping Life Science and Healthcare organisations in 
exploiting the potential of AI and IBM Watson  for an 
effective Transformation. With the experience in Cloud, 
Data Analytic, Mobile and Social Roberto helps special-
ists, providers and drug developers  to modernise  the 
approaches through dedicated Design Thinking. He has 
a MoSC in Electronics, by Padua Univesrtity and other 
“badges” on Cloud computing, Healthcare/Life Science 
and Management.

Publication of speakers:
1. Battezzati, Luigi & Magnani, Roberto. (2000). 

Supply chains for FMCG and industrial prod-
ucts in Italy: Practices and the advantages of post-
ponement. International Journal of Physical Dis-
tribution & Logistics Management. 30. 413-424. 
10.1108/09600030010336180

International Conference on Cloud Computing and Virtualization| May 21, 2020 | London, UK


