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Year will also highlight the strengths of the cooperative business model 
as an alternative means of doing business and furthering socioeconomic 
development” [16]. 

Even in the context of “Global Apartheid”-the growing gap 
between rich and poor whereby the richest 20 percent own 82.7 
percent of global income and the poorest 20 percent earn only 1.6 
percent [17], Aboriginal communities similarly continue to act 
resourcefully while  remaining vital stewards of the world’s diversity, 
representing only 4% of the world’s population but  preserving over 
60% of the world’s linguistic and biodiversity [18]. This despite a 
colonial history and education uncoupling thought and knowledge 
from spiritual, ecological and social relationships that was but one 
version of the violence done to Indigenous peoples around the world. 
In the process, local knowledge was disdained, ignored, or destroyed, 
or at best trivialized as “folk wisdom,” while self-serving expertise was 
legitimated and justified in turn colonial encroachments, dispossession 
and exploitation of peoples and their resources as the “natural” order 
of things. According to the thinking of the dominant, Aboriginal 
peoples needed to develop to catch up with mainstream standards and 
values. The challenge was to fit Aboriginal peoples into mainstream 
institutions rather than learning from Aboriginal peoples and hence 
improving those institutions. Mutualism and reciprocity were largely 
absent from assimilationist colonial enterprises and institutions. 

But societies and their institutions require open, dynamic systems 
to exemplify and hence facilitate new ways of thinking and doing: 
knowledge ecologies [19] to supplement and challenge the arcane 
“autopoeisis” of a systems theorist such as Luhmann [20]. In the 
global context of economic, environmental and financial crises, the 
entrenched habits of the First World and corporate elites with access 
to levers of power (media, government and resources) threaten to 
highjack “the” agenda. Elites do so by characterizing climate change 
and ecological interests as impediments to prosperity, as luxuries (like 
social justice) we can no longer afford, while reducing the plurality of 
economies and entrepreneurial models to a single, reductive logic and 
multiple bottom lines to the overarching imperative of a single financial 
one. In the process they distract attention from human responsibility 
for the economic meltdown and either discount or appropriate to 
their own competitive purposes co-operation and multiple bottom 
lines. Nevertheless, in so many contexts around the world, co-
operatives and their principles are engaging and being enriched by 
Aboriginal communities bridging the traditional and social economies 
to achieve a common vision of a healthy, sustainable community.
What Indigenous stories offer are cautionary, inspiring, yet practical 
encounters with the blind spots of the global, which replicate only too 
accurately the presumptions of the colonial. Patterns of elite ignorance 
and inattentiveness pose questions about how we define success and 
how it can be measured outside the hierarchies that still subordinate 
sustainability to growth and public goods to privatized interests. 
Bauman [21] has been among the most vocal and prolific critics of 
globalizing modernity’s wasteful ways, telling powerful stories to 
counteract some of the master narratives that relegate some knowledge 
to the dustbin of history, while individualizing and privatizing to the 
point where attention is diverted from the socio-economic roots of 
problems.

Many are tempted to see Indigenous communities and co-
operative practices as a function of deprivation (socio-economic, 
cultural and environmental). Through the lenses of deficiency and 
underdevelopment, harshness means co-ops. According to this 
view, if Indigenous peoples were living in abundance, they would be 
individualist, atomistic and rapacious like the rest of us. But Indigenous 
appreciation for what they know to be the plenty offered by the land 

confirms their obligation to Creation and community. As Jacobs [22] 
points out, “planning for the Seventh generation, or the faces yet to 
come, was an integral part of Indigenous decision-making long 
before the Brundtland Report”; “indigenous people have been living 
this concept since time immemorial,” living as they do “in a kinship 
relationship with the environment”. Learning from such holistic 
thinking, we might achieve new forms of sustainability by rethinking 
scarcity (and plenty) and therefore revisiting our apparently incurable 
addiction to growth and choice where more is never enough. Such 
rethinking is not about bringing the pre-modern into modernity but 
about recognizing the full range of relations in which we participate 
and on which we depend, whether or not we recognize that this is the 
case.Access as concept and practice must itself be open to the capacities 
of capitalism’s allegedly poor cousins and to the multi-directional 
flows of knowledge and goods to and from self-regarding centres and 
resourceful peripheries.
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