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Addiction of Drugs: An Overview
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Editorial

Drug addiction, also known as substance dependence or dependent 
syndrome, is a psychological disorder in which a person has a strong desire 
to use a substance. Addiction encompasses a wide range of behaviours [1]. 
These include finding it difficult to resist the urge to use the substance and 
believing that it is more essential than more mundane things like family or 
work [2-4]. When a person stops using the medicine for an extended period 
of time, they may experience withdrawal symptoms. Drug addiction, also 
known as substance use disorder, is an illness that affects a person's brain 
and behaviour, resulting in an inability to manage the use of any drug or 
prescription, legal or illicit. Drugs include alcoholic beverages, marijuana, and 
nicotine. You may continue to use the substance despite the harm it causes if 
you are addicted [5-7].

Drug addiction can be classified into several phases. At the initial stage, 
when a person is simply seeking new pleasure out of curiosity, he is assured 
that he will be able to get through it without difficulty. The individual becomes 
accustomed to consuming drugs at parties or in the company of friends in the 
second stage. The guy becomes a victim of his habit in the third stage. His 
body will display signs if he does not take it at regular intervals. Heroin, for 
example, belongs to the opiate class of drugs. Which means that someone 
who is addicted to Heroin may also be hooked to other opiates like Morphine? 
[7-9]

A person with an addictive personality is someone who is prone to being 
addicted to substances. Drug addiction is classified as a mental disease by the 
Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders. Addiction to drugs is 
frequently associated with other mental illnesses [10].

Drug addiction symptoms
• Ignoring duties at school, job, or home in order to pursue a substance.

• Having strong desires or irritability when you aren't utilising drugs.

• Using drugs despite the potential negative effects on relationships, jobs, 
finances, and physical and mental health.

• Using the substance while knowing that it is giving you troubles in your 
life or causing you physical or psychological harm.

• Doing things you wouldn't ordinarily do to obtain the substance, like as 
stealing.

• Driving or engaging in other potentially dangerous activities while under 
the influence of the substance.

• Investing a significant amount of time on obtaining the drug, using the 
drug, or recuperating from the drug's side effects.

• Attempts to quit using the medicine have failed.
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