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The Authors are retracting this Article in response to criticisms about the assumptions underpinning the Article in terms of the identification
of mentorship relationships and the measure of mentorship quality, challenging the interpretation of the conclusions.

Although we believe that all the key findings of the paper with regards to co-authorship between junior and senior researchers are still
valid, given the issues identified by authors about the validation of key measures, we have concluded that the most appropriate course of

action is to retract the Article.

We are an interdisciplinary with an unwavering commitment to gender equity, and a dedication to scientific integrity. Our work was
designed to understand factors that influence the scientific impact of those who advance in research careers. \We feel deep regret that the
publication of our research has both caused pain on an individual level and triggered such a profound response among many in the
scientific community. We hope the academic debate continues on how to achieve true equity in science-a debate that thrives on robust

and vivid scientific exchange.

All Authors agree with the retraction.



