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Trends in Japanese nursing research for cancer-related lower limb lymphedema
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Kansai University of Nursing and Health Sciences, Japan

We would like to clarify the current situation and problems of Japanese nursing research on cancer-related lower 
limb lymphedema. So we searched and examined research papers.

Method: We used the web version of the Central Medical Journal. The search target is the original paper until August 
2018. The keywords are 3 words: "limb lymphedema", "cancer" and "nursing".

Result: As a result of search, 36 articles were obtained. A dissertation began to appear in 1990. Many of the papers 
were case reports. Reviews have increased in 2000. Participants in the study were "patients with lymphedema" and 
"nurses". Since 2010, psychological analysis of patients with lymphedema, research on self-care and research for 
examining the effects of lymphedema treatment have also increased.

Conclusion: In the future, the following research needs to be increased.

1) Study on the effect of lymphedema treatment
2) Research on self-care support for patients with lymphedema
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