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The impact of a rural school-based solid waste management project on 
learners’ perceptions, attitudes and understanding of recycling

Busisiwe Patience
University of Buenos Aires, Argentina

Continued environmental degradation necessitates innovative strategies to improve society’s attitude towards 
and understanding of recycling solid waste. Previous research has shown that school-based projects 

integrated into the school curriculum could effectively enhance learners’ knowledge of recycling and attitudes 
towards recycling. However, not much is known about the impact of such projects if they are driven by learners, 
particularly in under-resourced rural schools

Therefore, in the current research, we aimed to determine the impact of a school-based recycling project, 
integrated as practical work, on learners’ understanding of recycling, their attitude towards recycling, and the 
perceived impact of the project on the school environment, in an under-resourced rural school. Our findings 
showed that participating in a rural school-based recycling project may not enhance Grade 7 Natural Sciences 
learners’ perceptions of, attitudes towards, and understanding of recycling. We posit that various factors may 
affect the effectiveness of a recycling project. Further research is required to explore these factors further.
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