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Estimating the expected costs of transferring municipalities to solid waste source separation in Israel
Doron Lavee
Tel Hai Academic College, Israel

Most of Israel’s waste is disposed in landfills, threatening scarce land resources and posing environmental and 
health risks. The aim of this study is to estimate the expected costs of transferring municipalities to solid waste 

source separation in Israel, aimed at reducing the amount of waste directed to landfills and increasing the efficiency 
and amount of recycled waste. Information on the expected costs of operating a solid waste source separation system 
was gathered from 47 municipalities and compiled onto a database, taking into consideration various factors such as 
costs of equipment, construction adjustments and waste collection and disposal. This database may serve as a model 
for estimating the costs of entering the waste source separation system for any municipality in Israel, while taking 
into consideration its specific characteristics, such as size and region. The model was used in Israel for determining 
municipalities’ eligibility to receive a governmental grant for entering an accelerated process of solid waste source 
separation. This study displays a user-friendly and simple operational tool for assessing municipalities’ costs of 
entering a process of waste source separation, providing policy makers a powerful tool for diverting funds effectively 
in promoting solid waste source separation..
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