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Ensuring safe practice and meeting patient care needs are the fundamental objectives of nursing. Preparing nursing 
students with the knowledge and skills corresponding to the roles they will perform in the clinical area is the 

primary goal of nursing education, thus it follows that effective methods are essential to promote learning in nursing. 
The shortage of faculties in some specialties like critical care and emergency nursing means there is increased demand 
for alternative and innovative methods to foster pedagogical learning approaches. Increased patient admissions, 
staff shortages and decreased clinical placement have contributed to decreased learning opportunities for nursing 
students this is a particular issue for post-graduate education. Research conducted in Oman is limited to exploring 
rudimentary ICT skills in students, with no dedicated interventional studies to explore e-learning adoption in 
postgraduate nursing education, which supports the rationale for conducting this study to investigate the drivers and 
barriers to adopting e-learning among postgraduate nursing students in Oman, to improve their knowledge, skill 
and confidence. The particular formats of e-learning in this study are reusable-learning objects (RLOs). RLOs are 
“open access, interactive multimedia web-based resources focused on a single learning objective which can be used 
in multiple contexts”. The first phase in this study was the implementation of co-designed RLOs, developed primarily 
for UK nurse education, into the specialized Nursing Institute in Oman for nursing students on the adult critical 
care-nursing program (ACCNP). In the second phase of the project, Q methodology (a mixed method approach) 
was used to explore the drivers and barriers of adopting RLOs in Oman within nursing education. Students who 
have used the RLOs during phase 1 were invited to take part in phase 2 (Q sort) combined with short interviews. 
PQMethod software was used to factor-analyze the data. The results showed three factors and a number of consensus 
statements. The factors represented perspectives described as Constructivism, Pragmatism and Self-regulation. 
Q-methodology and the factors derived will be explored in the presentation.
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