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The clinical role of the school nurse–a vital link in health care
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The National Association of School Nurses defines school nursing as a specialized practice of professional nursing that 
advances the well-being, academic success, and life-long achievements of students. To that end, school nurses facilitate 

positive student responses to normal development; promote health and safety. The school nurse, through the nursing process, 
assesses plans, intervenes, and evaluates clinical situations as well as critically thinks to prevent life-threatening situations. This 
nurse is often the medical authority on the school premises and provides a vital link between parent, child, teachers, and the 
primary medical provider. The role of the school nurse encompasses taking care of sick or injured people on school grounds 
– regardless of age of the potential patient. The goal of the school nurse is to keep children in school in a healthy and safe 
environment. School nurses save lives and are vital members of the clinical nursing community.
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