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Robotic onco-surgery, hypertrophic cardiomyopathy and difficult airway: An anesthetic challenge!
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Robotic surgery is a promising feather in the cap of minimally-invasive procedures. Since the advent and approval of the 
da Vinci robotic system, radical onco-surgeries have become revolutionized. One such procedure is robotic nephron-

sparing surgery done for localized renal cancer patients. Robotic surgery has heralded newer challenges for the attending 
anesthesiologist, especially in patients with serious co-morbid conditions, like hypertrophic cardiomyopathy. This is a 
serious, genetic cardiac condition in which there is dynamic left ventricular outflow tract obstruction, sometimes leading to 
arrhythmias, cardiac failure or sudden cardiac death. The anesthetic challenges were magnified with the concurrent presence of 
difficult airway in the patient due to past history of radiotherapy to the neck for carcinoma of the larynx. The major anesthetic 
concerns and the goals of management are discussed.
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