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Relaxing the tension between publishing and patenting
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Timing is everything. This is true not only in the world of scientific research, but also in the world of patents. It is especially
so in the pharmaceutical field. There is often a tension between, on one hand - the desire to publish new scientific research
or developments and on the other - the commercial need for valid patents on certain aspects or applications of that R&D.
However, this does not need to be the case. This presentation will briefly outline the legal basis behind why it is always important
to consider when and what is made public prior to filing a patent application and even afterwards. The global village in which
the pharmaceutical industry is situated will be considered with international legal aspects, including not only those in the US
and Europe but also those of South America, Asia and the Far East. These matters will be illustrated by some famous examples,
including those of penicillin and monoclonal antibodies. The presentation will then turn its focus to providing practical, legally
sound and commercially savvy advice on how to reduce the risk to any patent applications based on such R&D. Account will
be taken not only of timing but also of how: the prior art is summarised; the new R&D described; and conclusions or proposals
for future work addressed.
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