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The precious role of the forensic nurse in sexual assaults
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he science of forensic nursing represents an emerging worldview within the forensic sciences at large. Global human

violence brings together the two most powerful systems - health and justice - for effective forensic case management. This
is an area lacking in policy and legislation to ensure the forensic patient's protection of the legal, civil and human rights. The
shortage of skilled forensic physicians has resulted in deficits in quality forensic services. Recent strategies to improve standards
of care for victims of crime, the falsely accused and those wrongly convicted necessitate the application of forensic science to
nursing practice. Forensic nursing combines the principles and philosophies of the traditional forensic sciences and those of
contemporary nursing science in the clinical investigation of trauma and death. Forensic nurse examiners (FNE) serve as a
clinical liaison to forensic medical examiners (FME) while supplementing vital forensic services as questions of innocence or
criminality arise. Forensic nursing practice includes medicolegal services for both victims of crime and court-ordered evidence
from the suspect or the accused in custody. The FNE, as the first point of contact in the immediate post-trauma period, is in
an ideal position to gather information and physical evidence related to the event. Primary forensic responsibilities include
the identification of trauma and the recovery of medical/forensic evidence. When sexual violence is reported, it is imperative
to skillfully interview patients with appropriate respect and sensitivity to evaluate the nature and scope of injury. It is then
necessary to recover, preserve and secure evidence, accurately document findings, coordinate with law enforcement officials,
and testify in court if required.
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