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Biomedical personnel’s perceptions and attitudes regarding the incorporation of traditional healers
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he attitudes of biomedical personnel are a mixture of emotions varying from being negative to positive regarding the

process of incorporating the traditional healers into the National Health Care Delivery System of South Africa. Negative
notions were attributed to concerns like, financial gains and the prestige of being a biomedical person. The positive notions
identified in those who were interested in establishing a working relationship, was mainly to avail health services to a large
number of the population in rural and or urban settings. The only way seen as befitting to avail these services, was to involve
the traditional healers in health care provision.

To be able to identify ways of working together the research focused on investigating the perceptions and attitudes of the
biomedical personnel regarding the incorporation of traditional healers into the South African National Health Care Delivery
System, as well as their views on how this incorporation should be achieved.

A descriptive, exploratory and contextual qualitative research design was used. Participants were selected by means of
non probable purposive voluntary sampling. Data was collected by means of conducting semi- structured interviews using
a tape recorder and documenting field notes. Data analysis was achieved by transcriptions and open coding. A co-coder and
researcher analysed the data independently. Consensus discussions took place to finalise the data. Trustworthiness was ensured.
Ethical principles were applied according to the guidelines of the South African Department of Health and the Democratic
Nurses Organisation.

Results and conclusion: Government need to be involved in incorporation by passing an act. Traditional healers need to be
self organized to control their practice, licensed, trained and educated. Communication is necessary to effect working together.
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