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Industry driven standards are the key to developing the African traditional medicines industry

Amanda Geabashe
South African Bureau of Standards, South Africa

he SABS is driven by the belief that with adequate resources and structural support, traditional knowledge holders can be

“commercialisers” of their own traditional knowledge. This empowerment creates a greater incentive for the traditional
knowledge holders to be at the forefront of any efforts to preserve and conserve the natural resources that support the traditional
knowledge.

The mechanism that is proposed for this is the development of industry standards by traditional knowledge holders and
for the industry which has been identified, African Traditional Medicine (ATM) to be supported in efforts to define itself and
the industry in order to be participants and drivers in strategies aimed at commercialising ATM through the development of
local production of traditional medicine as espoused in the SADC and AU Pharmaceutical strategies.

The paper is based on the experiences of the SABS. The paper discusses the route to commercialisation that is proposed by
the SABS for African Traditional Medicines
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