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How do you turn compliance into an opportunity? RoHs & REACH environmental regulations
Ken Kapur
Thermo Fisher Scientific, USA

Due to end of  life concerns with electronics and the impact to human health and the environment, new product 
environmental regulations are rapidly becoming a challenge for electronics manufacturers. Based on the European RoHS 

and REACH requirements, it is imperative that manufacturers successfully comply with product environmental regulations 
in a timely manner. However, the real value is not just to comply, but to fully integrate these requirements into business 
processes and take advantage of new opportunities. Strategies for successful compliance will be discussed to turn compliance 
into an opportunity. The RoHS regulations target the removal of the six banned substances. RoHS was originally released in 
the European Union, but similar requirements have expanded globally. Throughout the supply chain, the substances shall 
be removed such that end products can be compliant. The REACH SVHC requirements target over 150 substances. New 
obligations have been set up to identify, communicate and phase out these substances. Based on detailed research of these 
restricted substances, these substances can be readily found in the supply chain. Communication is required throughout the 
electronics industry to identify usage and phase out restricted substances. This presentation will look at the complete product 
life cycle but will focus on the impacts of restricted substances. Opportunities to integrate the requirements into business 
processes will be covered along with optimizing systems.
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