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Strategic metals in the United States civil war

Charles D. Ross
Longwood University, USA

uring the United States Civil War, certain materials assumed heightened importance. In addition to industrial chemicals

like sulfuric acid and sodium chloride, metals like lead and copper were crucial to a successful war effort. The challenge of
procuring and processing these metals was exacerbated in the Confederacy where the industrial base was small and the Union
blockade hindered foreign shipments. This paper examines the military need for copper and lead and the creative ways in which
the Confederacy procured and processed them.
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