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rchitectural documentation of heritage buildings in the United Arab

Emirates has gained momentum in the past decade with the rapid Al Mahatta
urbanization of the Emirates including Abu Dhabi, Dubai and Sharjah, UAE. This Museum
has been spearheaded through various government departments focusing on
architectural conservation of these historic buildings. The school has delved into
architectural documentation as a part of the bachelor of architecture program to
give students a hands-on insight of the built environment and deconstruct the
details into drawings since 2012. As a part of this academic journey, Al Mahatta,
the first airport of the Middle-East Region was documented in 2014-15. This
documentation led to the consolidated project of preparing a conservation
management plan for the museum. This was followed by two projects
representing Al Mahatta within the urban fabric of the Emirate of Sharjah as-
well-as the neighborhood where it is currently located. This paper delves into the importance of incorporating smart materials
in architectural conservation. The paper further delves into the relevance of the technology domain in architectural education
and the impact of smart materials of students’ approaches to learning.
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