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According to the 2009 report by the Institute of Medicine titled “To Err is Human – To Delay is Deadly”, preventable medical 
errors in the United States have been increasing on the order of 1% each year to exceed 100,000 deaths per year. Simulation 

training has been identified as one means of reducing errors and the adoption of simulation has been especially rapid in the 
field of robotic surgery. However, there are plenty of challenges to integrate simulation into a hospital’s overall robotic training 
protocol.  Demands on a surgeon’s time, efficient use of training content, and the institution’s willingness to enforce simulation 
testing are all important factors that affect the value that can be derived from simulation training. Berkley’s lecture will address 
many of the current limitations and opportunities presented through simulation with a review of the research and a preview of 
new simulation technologies that will soon be available.
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