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To manage the rise of artificial intelligence (AI) on the African continent, policymakers have to be proactive
rather than reactive in shaping the future of Al policy
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here is this flawed perception that it is much too early for policymakers to start having serious discussions pertaining to the

future of Artificial Intelligence (AI) policy, its implementation and the role and implications that AI will have on society at
large, especially on the African continent. Like the rest of the world, it’s become evident that the development and deployment
of artificial intelligence will generate great opportunities for the African continent. The nature of Al development is already
noticeable on the continent in countries, such as Kenya, Nigeria and South Africa. In light of this fact, it is imperative that policy
analysts have to step into a proactive role rather than take a reactive stance in shaping the future of Al policy. The development
of Al is evolving at an increasing pace globally and Africa faces its own unique challenges that will have to be addressed to
ensure that Al technologies are utilized for the ultimate good of its citizens, so that they will obtain the maximum benefits
thereof but also circumvent the perilous consequences of Al. The objective of this presentation is to showcase why a wait and
see approach regarding the future of AI policy on the African continent is flawed? Why the crafting of the future of AI policy
requires out-of-the-box strategic thinking and scenario forecasting done in collaboration, inclusive of policymakers, Al tech
experts, government, academia, business, civil society, and other interested stakeholders in a bid to manage the rise of AI and
its role in the continents overall economic development?
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