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Pharmaceutical research is very expensive, time consuming and unpredictable in nature. Research methodology is a plan to 
carry out the research activities in a logical and systematic manner. Outcome of the pharmaceutical research may be in the 

form of an inventive product or process, which can be protected from any unauthorized commercial use by acquiring patent 
rights over it. However, to be patentable the invention shall comply with the requirements of the patent law of the country. 
Therefore, it is imperative for the researchers to be acquainted with the basic knowledge of the patent regulations, in order 
to avoid loss of any potential patent rights in due course. The best line of action would be to design a research methodology 
in such a way that all rules of patentability are followed before, during and after the conduct of the research. Means, a patent 
law compliant research methodology shall be followed while carrying out the R&D activities. This issue is especially pertinent 
for small or medium size organizations, where usually well defined patent policy and procedures are not followed. There are 
three basic requirements of patentability viz. newness, inventive step and industrial applicability, which should be considered 
while designing a research plan and then carrying out the research. This presentation discusses various approaches that can 
be incorporated during pharmaceutical research, so that the institute can acquire and enforce the patent rights in an effective 
manner.


