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n estimated 30% of all new healthcare products under development today are combination products. Why? Because drugs,

biologics and medical devices, when used alone, can only slow or stop the progression of disease or injury. In order to
tackle the clinical problems of the future, these products will be combined (called combination products) to treat a wide range
of diseases from heart attack and stroke to Alzheimer’s, cancer, diabetes and beyond! In fact, every area of medicine will benefit
because we can potentially erase the damage of disease or injury not just stop it - that’s not the next evolutionary advance in
medicine, that’s a revolutionary advance, a change in the ethos of how why approach medical problems! Today, the best known
example of a combination product is the drug-eluting stent. Other examples include companion diagnostics and antibody-
drug conjugates but that’s just the beginning. What about delivering multiple drugs and biologics on a single device? And what
if we apply these drugs and biologics to the device at the patient’s bedside based on that particular patient, i.e., personalized
medicine? Or we use one combination product to deliver another combination product? In fact, the true scope of combination
products is even broader and includes the emerging areas of therapeutic foods and consumer products as well. The possibilities
are endless and the best is yet to come! The quintessential example of a combination product is what we are now doing in tissue
engineering (a.k.a. regenerative medicine) and biomedical nanotechnology. During this interactive workshop, participants will
be exposed to a wide range of examples of combination products on the market, under development and on the drawing board.
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