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The department of science & technology /Mintek nanotechnology innovation centre (NIC) was established in 2007 as one of 
the major implementing agencies of the national nanotechnology strategy to focus primarily on the social cluster (health and 

water). In addition, the focus of the Mintek NIC is to drive South Africa’s transformation from resource-based economy towards 
a knowledge-based economy with nanotechnology. The three way partnership of the NIC was developed to allow the flow and 
retention of information and technology among people, institutions and enterprises which underpin the principle of the national 
system of innovation (NSI).

The management of intellectual property (IP) in a multi-collaborative framework is a challenge and this was also made worse 
by the recently approved South African IP act, 2008. The consortium agreement was signed before the act was approved therefore 
all IP related matters were delegated to the principal consortium member (Mintek). The South African intellectual property rights 
from public financed research and development Act, Act No 51 of 2008 is applicable to intellectual property emanating from 
publicly financed research & development. The consortium is at a stage where some of the IP developed is about to be exploited. 
This paper presents the challenges of IP management and the expectations of the consortium members now that the IP Act is in 
place. 
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