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Enhance learning by utilizing simulation activities
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Simulation activities performed in nursing programs can provide many learning opportunities for nursing students. Simulation
gives the students a hands-on approach to perform skills learned throughout their nursing education. Real life simulated
activities, allow students to put their knowledge into practice, while recognizing areas of weakness that need improvement.
During the activities, students perform learned skills, medication administration, and professional communication. The
environment to perform these activities is a safe learning environment to allow students to make and recognize mistakes
prior to entering the career field. Faculty encourages students and assists in improving areas of weakness demonstrated by the
students. The simulation activities begin with a pre-assignment to prepare for the lab, a hands-on approach to perform skills
learned, followed by a debriefing session. The debriefing session consists of the student discussing a verbal self-evaluation
regarding their performance, followed by a discussion with faculty. During the discussion, areas of weakness are identified and
ways to improve are discussed. Students needing to improve are scheduled one-on-one time with lab personnel to improve
on identified weakness area. By implementing simulation activities in the nursing program, students are more prepared to
enter the workforce. In addition to hands-on, simulation labs are also utilized to enhance learning from the didactic setting.
Simulation labs are scheduled according to the lecture schedule in order to enhance an understanding of the content delivered.
By scheduling according to content, students can begin to connect theory and practice by learning in the classroom and
demonstrating in the lab.
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