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The hierarchical relationship between nursing and medicine has long been known; yet, its direct influence on procedural 
tasks has yet to be considered. Drawing on the theory of conformity from social psychology, we suggest that nursing 

students are likely to report incorrect information in response to subtle social pressures imposed by medical students. Second 
year medical and 3rd year nursing students took vital signs readings from a patient simulator. In a simulation exercise, three 
actors, posing as medical students, and one nursing student participant all took a total of three rounds of vital signs on a high 
fidelity patient simulator. In the first two rounds the three actors individually stated the same correct vital signs values, and 
on the third round the three actors individually stated the same incorrect vital sign values. This same procedure was repeated 
with actors posing as nursing students, and one medical student. A two-way analysis of variance revealed that nursing student 
participants (M = 2.84; SD = 1.24) reported a higher number of incorrect vital signs than did medical student participants (M 
= 2.13; SD = 1.07), F(1,100) = 5.51, p = 0.021 (Cohen’s d = 0.61). The study indicated that social pressure may prevent nursing 
students from questioning incorrect information within interprofessional environments, potentially affecting quality of care. 
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