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The purpose of the study is to determine if there is a change in levels of Emotional Intelligence (EI) and empathy in senior 
students who complete an immersive capstone clinical practice experience in the final semester of a generic baccalaureate 

nursing program.  Nursing education must address EI and empathy education in its curriculum. A suggested starting point is 
in the clinical setting. Incorporating EI and empathy as students care for patients in the immersive capstone clinical experience 
is hypothesized to increase those levels which can be effective. Students must learn how to understand and manage emotions 
in themselves and others and there is no more appropriate environment to learn those skills than in an immersive clinical 
capstone course. 

Hypothesis 1:  There is a difference between scores in Emotional Intelligence and empathy among senior generic BSN nursing 
students before and after completing a capstone clinical practice experience in the final semester of a baccalaureate nursing 
program.  

Hypothesis 2: There is a difference in scores of emotional intelligence and empathy related to gender among senior generic 
BSN nursing students who experienced a capstone clinical.  

Hypothesis 3: There is a difference in scores of emotional intelligence and empathy among generic BSN students with prior 
healthcare experience who complete a capstone clinical. Statistical tests will be run to assess student’s performance on the EI 
tool and presented at conference.
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