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The home care team caring pediatric clients at home follow a different set of laws and ethical rules than when caring for a competent 
adult. A competent adult is free to refuse medical care, when it does not endanger others and he has an understanding of the 

consequences. This set of patients can utilize healthcare directives, such as a Living Will or a Healthcare Proxy. Neither a pediatric 
patient, nor their parent, is completely able to refuse medical care when their medical doctor is of the opinion that a certain course 
of treatment will benefit the child. Therefore, conflicts may arise between the healthcare team caring for the child, as well as between 
the parents, when there is disagreement over the treatment plan. This is especially true, when end of life care is being delivered to 
a pediatric client at home and the events are accompanied by high level of emotions. These emotions may arise not only from the 
present end of life situation but from unresolved conflicts between individuals, either in the family or in the healthcare team, caring 
for the client. This lecture will examine the ethical obligations that a healthcare provider owes to a child, their family and the rest of 
the healthcare team. It will provide options to understand the state and federal laws that govern pediatric care at the end of life. Lastly, 
it will provide options on how to recognize ethical dilemmas and how to constructively address them within the healthcare system.
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