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In Guyana, particularly and the Caribbean community at large, the traditional Quality Assurance approach used in the hospital 
setting has played an important role in nursing practice. During the past decade, nurses have begun making a paradigm shift 

from Quality Assurance to Total Quality Management (TQM), but scant attention has been paid to quality management practices in 
nursing in the higher education sector. This paper reports on a quantitative study examining the perceptions of nurse academics to 
the applicability of TQM to nursing in universities. The findings identified how TQM could be applied to suit the nursing culture in 
the higher education sector. It is recommended that further studies be done on the subject to further ascertain the plausibility of the 
results.
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