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Developing and conducting immersion international service learning courses is challenging and requires long term 
planning and preparation of students by experienced faculty. Since 1997, international academic service learning courses 

have been offered as nursing electives at a Midwestern State University. International academic service learning has provided 
students the opportunity to experience global health problems, develop cultural competence, communication skills, language, 
and provide nursing care in developing countries in a variety of health care settings. Alumni who have participated as students 
in an international academic service learning course request to return as volunteer licensed nurses. The university has provided 
a framework for participation of alumni as licensed professionals working alongside baccalaureate nursing students. This 
poster presentation will share a teaching/learning model discussing the use of alumni as mentors and clinical resources for 
BSN students in international academic service learning courses. Emphasis in student learning and evaluation methods will be 
discussed including data from pre/post travel surveys, reflective journals, and media completed by students to reflect positive 
student outcomes including cultural competence, expanded understanding of global health issues, social justice, enhanced 
critical thinking, clinical and communication skills, values clarification, and enhanced civic engagement.
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