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A study of parents-of-minor-age-daughters’ knowledge of HPV as well as barriers toward the HPV vaccine
in Hong Kong
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Cervical cancer has always been known as one of the most common cancer type globally. Human Papillomavirus, HPV in short, is
nearly 100% the cause of cervical cancers and can enter a person’s body through sex. High- risk types HPVs are responsible for
causing cervical cancer and type 16 or 18 HPV are responsible for almost 70 percent of cervical cancer cases. In 2013, Hong Kong had
503 new cervical cases diagnosed. Nowadays in Hong Kong, 2-valent, 4-valent and 9-valent HPV registered vaccines are available and
aim to help with the prevention against HPV type 16 and 18. A cross-sectional, quantitative and questionnaire-based study was used
for this research. 413 Hong Kong residents who can read traditional Chinese and have at least one daughter aged 9 - 17 years old at
the moment were recruited. Chosen Participants were recruited at four selected Health Care Centres and were invited to finish a set of
questionnaire which is composed of 27 questions. Data analysis is still in progress. The preliminary result showed that around 80% of
the subjects had heard of HPV which is relatively high rate among Asian, however their mean score of knowledge towards HPV is 2.4
which revealed an unsatisfactory knowledge level on the topic. Cost of vaccine and risk perception were main barriers that hindered
parents’ willingness to vaccinate their daughter. The preliminary result could act as a reference for the Hong Kong Government to
help in raising the HPV vaccination rate by strengthening HPV vaccine promotion. (249 words)
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