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In this poster, the issue of patient presentation in professional medical texts has been addressed from a linguistic perspective. To 
this aim a corpus of medical case reports has been compiled in order to examine both direct and indirect references to the patients 

described there. The studied tokens are investigated from two perspectives. First, the focus falls on patient textual presence/absence 
as conditioned by the type of information appearing in respective text-parts. Second, the analysis of patient reference in the sections 
of the case reports is discussed with respect to some of the facts from the history of the development of medicine, as, according to 
Bazerman (1988), scientific discourses are shaped by given disciplines (1988: 47). In the case of the texts in question, their form and 
content may also be influenced by the currently practiced model of medicine, i.e., the biomedical model. Furthermore, the analysis 
draws on the hierarchical levels of medical description as well as on the two models of disease presentation. The study reveals that 
as the texts progress, they become more patient-evacuated and focuses on his/her progressively smaller body-parts. In other words, 
patient reference changes from direct indexicality to indirect references to his/her body parts or the textual absence of the treated. 
This effect is achieved not only by the type of information imparted but also by the lexical and grammatical resources used to 
describe it. Consequently, the mode of writing as testified in the case reports at hand contributes to the presentation of mental/bodily 
experience, disease and treatment in abstraction from a patient.
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