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This mixed methods study will examine how a sample audience of Black women interpret the representation of African 
Americans on television in the upcoming 2014-15 primetime television seasons two new shows Black-ish and How to Get 

Away with Murder. Both shows are premiering on the Disney-owned ABC network, have a predominately black cast and/or a 
leading African American actress. The majority of previous research concerning Black women as cultural readers and audience 
members has focused on literature, films, music and the visual arts. This study intends to fill the gap that has excluded Black 
women as television audience members watching comedic and dramatic series. Historically, scholars have focused almost 
exclusively on negative stereotypes of Black women in mass media, specifically the mammy, tragic mulatto, sapphire and 
jezebel. Scholars Donald Bogle (1992, 2001), Herman Gray (1995), Kristal Brent Zook (1999), Patricia Hill Collins (2000, 
2005), and Clint Wilson, II (2005) have all explored these stereotypes and the detrimental effects on society and the Black 
community. Minimal research has been conducted that explores whether or not the race/ethnicity and gender of a writer and 
producer impacts the preferred meanings of the television program. While all of this research is valid to mass communication 
studies, it’s lacking in breadth concerning who has creative control over these images and the interpretation by a niche audience 
of Black women.
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