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Another cinema, another audience
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Cinema in India has evolved to address the country’s multi-culturalism and the extreme diversity of its population. While 
Bombay cinema, widely known as ‘Bollywood’ is often conflated with ‘Indian’ cinema, there are in reality multiple 

film industries and many cinemas in India. Heterogeneity shapes all aspects of cinema; together with audiences who are 
participatory and interactive in public settings it makes for a distinctive culture of cinematic entertainment. How can we 
understand cinema in India, its culture and institutions in the context of ongoing change? How can Indian cinema inform our 
understandings of the nature and significance of cinema more broadly? These questions become important for a comparative 
perspective on cinema.
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