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Maintenance has traditionally been seen as an area that only creates costs but it is currently recognised as a field with a 
decisive effect on the productivity of organizations. While it is true that the importance of maintenance in determining 

availability of industrial plants, product quality, safety and costs has been widely analysed, the effect that specific maintenance 
policies, practices and methodologies could have on the environmental sustainability of organizations has been little studied. 
Good practice in maintenance has a direct effect by increasing the life cycle of facilities and equipment contributing to more 
sustainable use of raw materials needed for their construction. Similarly, good practice affects the quantity of spare parts used 
or obsolete parts thrown away, energy consumption of the organizations, the quantity of highly polluting waste generated in 
the form of used lubricants and defective batches of products caused by incipient failures in the machines. This study analyses 
the benefits that best practice in maintenance have for the environment contributing to a rational and sustainable use of human 
and material resources.
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