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A majority of human diseases in the last century has been linked to direct or indirect contact with domestic and wild 
animals. Recognizing the close association of humans, animals and the environment, One Health concept - a global 

strategy integrating interdisciplinary partnership from human medicine, veterinary medicine, and environmental science for 
attaining optimum health was initiated. One Health approach has been applied as an important disease control and prevention 
strategy by several international agencies, including the Food and Agricultural Organization, World Health Organization, and 
the United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

Veterinarians play a critical role in implementing One Health due to their occupational interaction with a multitude of 
animal species. In addition, animals are often the first subjects showing symptoms of a new disease outbreak; thus recognizing 
and controlling the disease in animals is critical for preventing its transmission to humans. This is particularly crucial since a 
great majority of emerging and re-emerging human diseases are zoonotic in nature. Finally, the extensive use of antibiotics in 
animal agriculture has partly contributed to bacterial antibiotic resistance, thus highlighting the critical function of veterinary 
medical professionals in curbing this global health hazard.

This talk will provide an overview of One Health, including its need, mission, history and advantages. Additionally, 
examples of success stories on controlling human diseases after implementation of One Health will be discussed. Finally, the 
role of veterinarians in implementing One Health, and the need for including One Health in veterinary medicine curriculum 
will be discussed.
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