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Research animal welfare and scientific integrity: An AAALAC International perspective

The use of animals in research requires a strong ethical commitment to be good stewards of the animals in our care. 
This responsibility is shared by the Principal Investigator, Attending Veterinarian, Institutional Animal Care and Use 

Committee or Ethics Committee (IACUC) as well as the institution. AAALAC International has conducted peer review and 
accreditation of animal research programs for 50 years to ensure that high standards of animal welfare and scientific integrity 
are implemented. A review of AAALAC site visit findings data will provide insights into the challenges associated with the 
management of a variety of research animal care and use programs across the globe. Strategies for employing sound practices 
will be highlighted for such topics as IACUC function, programs of veterinary care, occupational health and safety, animal 
environment and management and physical plant/animal facilities.
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